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2023 INTERNSHIP        PART-TIME EMPLOYEE
Independence Ave CID               NEKC Chamber 
KYLE HOENER: URBAN PLANNING                                   AARON PENA: STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION
UMKC                  UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

DUTIES:
• Collect & organize 1940 historic 

photos of every property along 
the Avenue to use for comparing 
to today for:  

      1) tourisms (2026 World Cup),
      2) Conditions ‘Audit’ for the CID’s

• Attend various City Commissions:                         
      1) Historic Preservation - 7/28
      2) Planning Commission - 8/1
      3) Full Council - 7/24

DUTIES:
• Develop new websites for the 

Chamber & CID. 

• Organize, streamline and help 
manage social media sites & 
postings.

• Investigate how Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) can be integrated 
into our social media activity and 
website.

• Develop & implement various NEKC community place-   
making projects, such as mural development.

• Investigation accuracy of Jackson County collection of the 
CID District 1% tax. 

• Search for various grants available for the CID & Chamber.

Storefront Improvement Rebate



2023 URBAN HERO CLASS: APRIL 13 & 14
Someone who has improved the quality of life in Kansas City: 

1. Rebecca Koop, Owner, Back Door Pottery
2. Edgar Palacios, President & CEO, Latinx Education Collaborative
3. Brian Williams, Director of Development, Folly Theater
4. Lisa Peña, Founder, Urban Hikes Kansas City
5. Shanita McAfee-Bryant, Founder/Executive Director, The Prospect KC



TASTY TOPIC TALK
NEKC LUNCHEON 

APRIL 25, 2023
Attendees: 8 + 12 STAFF



SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING 
DES-ESCULATION TRAINING

MAY 6, 2023
ATTENDEES: 28

AUGUST 8, 2023
ATTENDEES: 21 
 



HNE-REX 
MAY 10, 2023
ATTENDEES: 11

6TH STREET & 
PROSPECT AVE

MIXED USE 
78 APARTMENTS
8 RETAIL SPACES

2600 INDEPENDENCE BLVD



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

MAY 11, 2023    ATTENDEES: 20 + 7 STAFF

LIVE

TOUR GRAND OPENING RIBBON CUTTING



RESULTS

USA TEAM BUILDING WORKSHOP
The Backdoor Pottery, St. Johns Ave
Saturday, May 13 & 27, 2023



KC CID PICNIC
May 22, 2023  



TASTY TOPIC TALK
NEKC LUNCHEON 

MAY 23, 2023
Attendees: 25 + 5 Staff



56 ATTENDEES



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

LIVE

JUNE 8, 2023: WALKING TOUR

Independence Ave Improvements
•ADA ramp improvements along Independence Blvd
•Van Brunt/Independence traffic safety improvements
•The Paseo & Independence Blvd Gateway project

GUEST SPEAKER:
KCMO Public Works Utility Manager; Uday Manepalli

ATTENDEES: 10 + 5 STAFF



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2023 PUBLIC WORKS CAPITAL

Benton & Independence



pu

2022

BENTON & INDEPENDENCE       THE PASEO & INDEPENDENCE 

PROSPECT & INDEPENDENCE

PROSPECT & INDEPENDENCE



IBCC SOCCER KIDS
SCIENCE DISPLAYS

ATTENDEES: 162



SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING 
JUNE 15, 2023

ATTENDEES: 21
8 KCPD
1 City Prosecutor
2 Business Reps
4 TITAN Angels
4 Office Staff
1 EB Systems

Officer “Bobo”



SHRED-IT EVENT: SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 2023
71 VEHICLES ATTENDED

                        13,650 POUNDS  



SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2023
ATTENDEES: 100s



GRAND OPENING RIBBON CUTTING 

5901 INDEPENDENCE AVE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2023
ATTENDEES: 145+



JONATHAN ARNOLD 
DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP 

Proposal to ‘Reinvent’ the 
Hardesty Storage Complex 

HNE-REX Meeting Presentation 
Wednesday, June 21, 2023
Attendees: 14 In-House & 6 ZOOM



Friday, June 23

24 VISITORS



The Kansas City Sports Commission’s rendering of Arrowhead Stadium
in its proposal to the FIFA World Cup Committee.

Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce
2026 World Cup Stakeholder Engagement Session

RIVERSIDE, MO: JUNE 26, 2023

JUNE 11 TO AUGUEST 20, 2026



TASTY TOPIC TALK
NEKC LUNCHEON 

JUNE 27, 2023
Attendees: 26 + 6 Staff



GRAND OPENING RIBBON CUTTING 
3838 INDEPENDENCE AVE
FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2023
ATTENDEES: 

Photo Courtesy of Univision KC



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

LIVE

JULY 17, 2023     ATTENDEES: 30     2203 Lexington 

Latinx Education Collaborative
GUEST SPEAKER: 2023 Urban Hero
                  Edgar Palacios   



NORTHEAST 
NEWS
ARTICLE

AMERICAN SONS OF COLUMBUS

FRIDAY, JULY 14, 2023 
Fun-raiser for… 
SVN School 





URBAN HIKES KC 

HISTORIC NORTHEAST 
TOUR

‘NEKC CHAMBER WELCOME’
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3, 2023

ATTENDEES: 16

GUIDE: SARAH SABER



Chamber Night at the New Zoo Aquarium
JULY 19, 2023  



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
     LUNCHEON

JULY 25, 2023
ATTENDEES: 28 including staff

Administrative Officer: Chris Carroll



MEET & GREET 
KCMO CITY COUNCIL 

7/27/2023
13 ATTENDEES

CID & CHAMBER 
BOARD MEMBERS



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

LIVE

AUGUST 10, 2023     ATTENDEES: 18 & 4 staff 

NEKC CHAMBER OFFICE 
   

Attendees shared stories about their 
businesses and their interest in the 
Historic Northeast area. 



SUMMER 2023 AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 
2023 SUMMER





CAMP CLEANUP 
(BEHIND TEXAS TOM’S)

SUMMER 2023



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 

SUMMER 2023



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2022 GRAFFITI



CAMERA 
INSTALLATION

EYES ON THE ALLEYWAYS



CCI FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

2627-33 Independence (South Side of Street)

PROJECTS 1 & 2 - COMPLETE
PROGRESS REPORT: WINTER 2023

#1

Independence & Prospect (Northwest Corner) #2



CCI FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

PROJECTS 3 & 4 - COMPLETE   
PROGRESS REPORT: WINTER 2023

#3 Independence & Montgall (North side of the Street)

Independence & Montgall (North side of the Street)#4 

PROJECTS 5:
Install Mural on West 
Façade of Fresh Market



CID Storefront Rebate Program 

4616 & 4618 INDEPENDENCE AVE 

May 1, 2015 - January 1, 2023: 
TOTAL SPRENT: $93,984.50

1. Non-sales tax collection (service businesses) 
2. 501c3 (non-for-profit)
3. Collecting sales tax (retailer) 
4. Owner operated vs tenant occupied
5. Establish timeline for asphalt repaving

PROGRAM CRITERIA FOR DISCUSSION

STOREFRONT IMPROVEMENTS 2023

2023 AMOUNT:



ACTIVITY: YEAR-TO-YEAR TIMELINE 

2016                      2017     2018                2019          2020                      2021                2022        2023

MARCH 2022: INCORRECT ENTRY

USA REPORT

TODAY

MARCH 2020: COVID BEGINS 



ACTIVITY: MONTH-TO-MONTH

March 2022: INCORRECT ENTRY

AUGUST 1, 2023

USA REPORT

GRAY LINE: 2023



CLEANUP: IN POUNDS OVER-TIME

INCORRECT ENTRY

TODAY

USA REPORT

TIRE PICKUP (blue)

RECYCLING (green)

BULKY TRASH (red)

MARCH 2020: COVID BEGINS 



2023
6/21 – 8/15

2022
6/21 – 8/15

OVERALL ACTIVITY
BY LOCATION

USA REPORT



2023
6/21 – 8/15

2022
6/21 – 8/15

OVERALL ACTIVITY
BY TASK

USA REPORT

INCORRECT ENTRY

RENEW CONTRACT

180

180



REPEAT NUISANCE OFFENDERS/HOUSELESS OUTREACH 

Laura was flagged down 
by woman to assist her 
boyfriend who had been 
stabbed through the foot. 
Medical services were 
given, and now he is doing 
well.

Man found unresponsive 
lying on stairs. Laura was 
able to contact emergency 
services to assist him.

Getting everyone 
involved!! “KIKI” helping 
Brian with mural additions 
at Bales.

Titan, CID and Benilde Hall 
Joining forces to spread 
awareness, offer resources 
and hand out Narcan which 
recently saved a life at 
Phillips 66 administered by 
Jesse. 



DEC 2020: COVID Store Visits

AUGUST 1, 2023

ACTIVITY: YEAR-TO-YEAR TIMELINE TITAN REPORT

GREEN LINE: 2023



2023
6/21 – 8/15

2022
6/21 – 8/15

REPORTS BY TASK

TITAN REPORT

30

30

INCORRECT ENTRY



2023
3/15 – 7/19

2022
3/15 – 7/19

DISPOSTION ANALYSIS

TITAN REPORT



HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE

PROSPECT & INDEPENDENCE                   4807 & 11 INDEPENDENCE                  3401 INDEPENDENCE

5923 INDEPENDENCE                           6207 INDEPENDENCE                              3820 INDEPENDENCE 



HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE

5347 INDEPENDENCE (McDonald’s)               6606 INDEPENDENCE                        3838 INDEPENDENCE

2619 INDEPENDENCE                                   2526 INDEPENDENCE                     2315 INDEPENDENCE 



7-28-2023    ELEOS COFFEE 8-11-2023   ALLIANCE WORKS

8-4-2023 FRESH MARKET 6-2-2023    7-11 STORE

6-30-2023   FRESH MARKET

7-17-23 FRUTOPIOA

7-25-2023    KINDRICK DENTIST



CURRENT ISSUE 8-15-2023 

6-20-2023

8-8-2023

7-17-20236-27-2023

From Employment Opportunities to… ‘Past & Present’ 

7-25-2023



The EGG   EVENTS 
JULY 8: DRINK & DRAW CLASS
7 ATTENDEES

Book Your Event @ theEGG Online      www.NEKCchamber.com

EGG REVENUE 
SINCE 1/1/2023: $? 

JUNE 23: NE ARTS ARTY-PARTY
15 ATTENDEES

AUGUST 2: BBQ FUNRAISER 
18 ATTENDEES



THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE
2657 INDEPENDENCE BLVD, KCMO

Chris Ross
Custom Truck

Amanda Hockman
Express Stop
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