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JANUARY
NEW MEMBERS: 4     
D’ Angeles Salon                                       
Mogadisho Market                                     
AL-Halal Grocery Store                            
Kansas City Current

RENEWALS: 29   
Marqueza Taco Express                             
Love Expressions                                       
Taqueria El Torito                                     
Carniceria El Torito                                   
Carnieria El Torito III                                 
Taqueria Mexico II                                  
San Antonio Market                                 
El Mercado Fresco                                   
Frutopia
Elviria’s Cakes                                        
Dr. Ed Kendrick                                     
Family Grocery                                       
Jay Grocery                                             
Al Rahman Mediterranean Market         
Spalitto’s Pharmacy                              
Yasmeen Café                                         
Wilt Theres a way                                   
Gringo Loco Market                               
Oneway Clothing                                    
Baraka Market                                        
Soesoe & Store                                       
La Jarochita Express                               
Hernandex Tax Service                          
Independence Blvd Christian Church     
P & R Diversified                                   
Cricket Wireless                                      
Fresh Market                                            
Ph Coffee                                                 
Mika & Sons, Inc        

NEKC CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP REPORT 2024
FEBRUARY 
NEW MEMBERS: 2    
Legacy Tire Shop, LLC                   
El Rey De Las Baleadas

RENEWALS: 10   
Urban Hikes Kansas City                 
Liberty Tax                                       
Show me KC Schools                       
Sharif Store                                       
Shelter Insurance, Co                        
Warehouse one                                  
World Direct Link                             
Westlake ACE Hardware                  
Mark One Electric                             
Kansas City University 

MARCH 
NEW MEMBERS: 4    
Total By Verizon #1
Total By Verizon #2
Strategic Workforce DEV, INC
Cubework.com, Inc. 

RENEWALS: 2   
Hector’s Auto Repair    
Top Notch Liquor 

APRIL 
NEW MEMBERS: 2
Dutzel’s Catering & Events      
Draw North 

RENEWALS: 8
Law Office of Jerry W. Potocnik
North-East Branch Library    
El Paso Del Norte                          
Pho Bowl                                       
Back Door Pottery  
Lina Nails    
Adco
Gary Goebel

MAY 
NEW MEMBERS: 0    

RENEWALS: 4   
Northeast Community Center                                       
Don Bosco Center                                  
Custom Truck Source                         
Samuel Rodgers Health Center 

JUNE 
NEW MEMBERS: 0    

RENEWALS: 5
Passantino Bros. Funeral Home 
Core Coffee & Eatery
Charrito’s Plaza Taqueria  
Las Tres Palmas                                     
Computer Solutions 

JULY 
NEW MEMBERS: 0

RENEWALS: 7   
Express Nail                                             
Hardesty Storage                                      
Premium Wireless                                    
JH Beauty Salon                                      
Bulaale Business Center                           
Central Bank of Kansas City                    
Salvation Army 

AUGUST
NEW MEMBERS: 0 

RENEWALS:  0

SEPTEMBER 
NEW MEMBERS: 0

RENEWALS:  0

OCTOBER 
NEW MEMBERS: 0

RENEWALS:  0

NOVEMBER
NEW MEMBERS: 1 
La Cubana Restaurant

RENEWALS: 11
CSL Plasma  
Eye Care Optical  
Jack De Simone   
Bella Realty
Northeast Arts KC
Late Model, LLC
Titan Protection & Consulting Inc
Northeast Realty, Co
Eleos Coffee
Opes Commercial Real Estate
Cosentino’s Food Store 

DECEMBER 
NEW MEMBERS: 3    
Convenience Grocery 
Family Dollar
Dollar, Burns, Becker & Hershewe Law 

RENEWALS: 5
AJ Partners
The Tamale Kitchen
Jose Fiestas Rental
Abbot Properties
Red Stone Properties (KCU Tower)
McDonald's Restaurant
Friends Printing & Embroidery 

NEW: 16
RENEWALS: 83
TOTAL: 99



CID Storefront Rebate Program 

4616 & 4618 INDEPENDENCE AVE 

Amount Disbursed To-Date Since Program Began 
in 2015 on 32 Projects: $147,102.23

PROGRAM CRITERIA FOR DISCUSSION

2024 DISTRIBUTION: $10,021.50

PROGRAM 
TO DATE 
TOTAL 

HNE BUSINESS INVESTMENT TO DATE: $415,000.42



GENERAL TOPICS
1) Temporary alternative JAIL SPACE update and response of 

surrounding city’s accepting KC’s arrested individuals. 
2) Court system backup & no-show issues. 
3) Repeat Nuisance Offenders (RNO) problem. 
4) Low barrier shelter, Hope Faith organization, and the KCMO 

City Council decisions. 

GENERAL ATTENDEES 
2 KCPD Officers & 1 CIO Officer
1 City Prosecutor
6 Business Reps & Residents
3 TITAN Angels & 3 Officers
4 Office Staff
2 Mattie Rhodes Reps
1 Public Library (NE location)

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETINGS 
SEPT 19, 2024             OCT 17, 2024



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON
THURSDAY, OCT 22, 2024
ATTENDEES: 9 GUESTS + 3 STAFF

SPEAKERS: Jenna Gerdes, Outreach 
TOPIC: FREE FLIGHTS FOR THOSE IN NEED

Lunch by:



Kessler Park Master Plan Implementation Group
October 22, 2024 November 19, 2024                
Attendees: 12                         Attendees: 14

Both sessions shared ideas to include in the group’s 
by-laws & how to proceed forward organizing. 

Reservoir Park Design

Conservation Plan Map



Senate Districts 7, 9 & 11
House District 19 & 23
Jackson Co Prosecutor

OCT 29, 2024
ATTENDEES: 31 + 5 STAFF  

GENERAL 
ELECTION 
NOV 5, 2024



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024

LOCAL SEATS                                                          FEDERAL REACES                                          BALLOT MEASURES

2024 ELECTIONSFALL ACTIVITIES IN THE HNE



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, NOV 14, 2024 ATTENDEES: 9 + 5 STAFF 

GUEST SPEAKER: Haly Reece
TOPIC: LEAD TO READ PROGRAM

TREATS BY:

https://leadtoreadkc.org/



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2024                     SIX COFFEE SHOPS IN THE HNE



THANKSGIVING LUNCH 

NEKC Chamber 
Independence Ave CID 
Titan Protection 
Northeast News

NOVEMBER 27, 2024



2024

ATTENDEES: 26 INCLUDING STAFF



CELEBRATORY TOAST 2024
1970s FONDUE FUN THROWBACK

NICE                                        NAUGHTY  

19th District MO State Reps
Out-Going & In-Coming

Ingrid Burnett & Wick Thomas
(Clay Jarrett)

DEC 13, 2024 TOAST  



1970s FONDUE FUN THROWBACK          DECEMBER 13            CELEBRATING SUCCESSES OF 2024

CELEBRATORY TOAST 2024



CELEBRATING STAFF SUCCESSES OF 2024

MOST NEKC CHAMBER 
MEMBERSHIPS EVER 6 YEARS OF SERVICE

25 YEARS OF SERVICE

10 YEARS OF 
SERVICE

LIFE-SAVING HERO

LIFE-SAVING HEROS

LIFE-SAVING HERO



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
FALL ACTIVITIES ON THE AVE

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP                                  HALLOWEEN PUMPKIN CARVING                              FRESH STREET CROSSINGS



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024

ANNUAL HNE HOMES TOUR                                        ANNUAL HNE HOMES TOUR                                HNE ALLEYS GET EXTRA HELP

FALL ACTIVITIES IN THE HNE



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024

HNE AVENUE PILLARS LIGHTING FIXED!
6 from Woodland to Gladstone

FALL ACTIVITIES ON THE AVE

NEW TREES

NEW TREES



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
DEAD TREE REMOVAL & 
NEW TREE PLANTINGS

FALL ACTIVITIES ON THE AVE

NEW TREES

NEW TREES



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
FALL ACTIVITIES ON THE AVE LEAF CLEAN UP 

75 LEAF BAGS 
SO FAR THIS 
FALL

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE AFTER



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE…



Kansas City Terminal Railway Bridge
5899 Independence Avenue

The NEKC Chamber seeks to receive $55,000 in 
4th District PIAC Funding to continue the 
enhancement of the railroad bridge. The funds 
shall be purposed towards:

1. Continue mural implementation along the 
interior walls of the railroad bridge.

2. Repair the city-owned electrical conduits and 
non-working lights above the sidewalks. 

3. Install additional pedestrian lights above the 
sidewalks to increase pedestrian safety under 
the bridge.

4. Plant trees, bushes and other native plants 
along the hill side slopes abutting the tracks.

2
3



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
FALL ACTIVITIES MO DEPT OF CONSERVATION

$38,000 TOTAL FUNDING 
NOTE: $18,000 for landscaping 
at the “truck-eating bridge” 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024

INDEPENDENCE AVE & HARDESTY AVE

MO DEPT OF CONSERVATIONFALL ACTIVITIES



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024

INDEPENDENCE AVE & KINSINGTON AVE

MO DEPT OF CONSERVATIONFALL ACTIVITIES



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024

3512 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE

MO DEPT OF CONSERVATIONFALL ACTIVITIES



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
FALL ACTIVITIES ON THE AVE

INTENTIONAL DESTRUCTION OF INDEPENDENCE AVE CID PROPERTY

10/26/24 VANDALISM 
Estimated Damages = $24,100.00



17 ALLEYWAYS
MANAGED BY:
NEKC CHAMBER
IMPLEMENTED BY:
INDEPENDENCE AVE CID 

2 CLEANUPS: SEPT 19 – DEC 18, 2024



Cleveland – Myrtle          South of Ave  
About 1,050 Lbs Trash |  7 USA  | 7 x 1.5 = 7.0 Hrs | October 3, 2024 

#1



Oakley– Lawndale           North of Ave  
About 550 Lbs Trash |  7 USA  | 7 x 1.0 = 7.0 Hrs | October 3, 2024 

#2



ALL ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR

2016                   2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022                  2023               2024

DEC
½ MONTH

MARCH 2020 
COVID BEGINS 

½ MONTH½ WEEK Since April 2016

USA REPORT



BY TASK

2023

2024
400

OCT 17 TO DEC 18

400

OCT 17 TO DEC 18

USA REPORT



USA REPORT

TIRE PICKUP

RECYCLING

BULKY

½ MONTH
DEC

JAN 2018 - TODAY

CLEAN UP… 
BY THE NUMBERS 



ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR

½ MONTH½ WEEK

TITAN REPORTDFAG

DEC 2020: COVID Store Visits
JANUARY 2021: COVID Store Visits

½ MONTH



INCIDENT 
COUNT

2024

2023

TITAN REPORTFJ

60

60

2 Times Higher Than Usual

OCT 17 TO DEC 18

OCT 17 TO DEC 18



ACTIVITY 
BY ADDRESS

1

2023
24 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS
5001 Independence Ave

1

2024
37 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS
5347  INDEPENDENCE

2024

2023
OCT 17 TO DEC 18

TITAN REPORT

OCT 17 TO DEC 18



OVERALL ACTIVITY 
2024

2023

OCT 17 TO DEC 18

OCT 17 TO DEC 18

OCT 17 TO DEC 18

TITAN REPORT



WILSON RD
VERSES
INDEPENDENCE AVE

2024

2023

TITAN REPORT

OCT 17 TO DEC 18

OCT 17 TO DEC 18



2601 INDEPENDENCE 2435 INDEPENDENCE                             2635 INDEPENDENCE

2425 INDEPENDENCE                            2807 INDEPENDENCE                                       5926 WILSON

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



12-13-2024  LOVE ESXPRESSIONS

11-29-2024  S&M GIFTS-N-MORE

11-26-2024  LINA’S HAIR & NAIL SHOP

12-13-2024   theEGG

11-8-2024  THE GAME ROOM

11-1-2024  NEKC CHAMBER & CID

11-15-2024  TED’S BARBAR SHOP



10-30-2024

11-27-2024

11-20-2024

10-23-202412-11-2024

INDEPENDENCE AVENUE’S SHOPS

CURRENT ISSUE  12-17-2024 



DEC 7 & 8: HNE ARTISTS OPEN

Book Your Event @ theEGG Online      www.NEKCchamber.com

AVAILABLE FOR CREATIVITYDEC 7 & 8: BOOK SIGNING

The EGG   EVENTS

STUDIO TOUR 



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

THURSDAY, JAN 16, 2025TUESDAY, JAN 28, 2025
TASTY TOPIC TALK LUNCH

COFFEE CULTURE & 
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY JAN 9, 2025

NE 
NEWS

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING HNE-REX 
WEDNESDAY, JAN 8, 2025

National Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day

National Data Privacy Day Discuss Local Security 
Issues & Solutions

TO BE DETERMINED



BOBBI BAKER         REBECCA KOOP      LAURA BIRDSONG        ROL DiiNG MIKE SPADY               LON CLARK

NEKC CHAMBER & INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID MANAGEMENT STAFF 

CHAMBER CEO 
& 

CID DISTRICT 
MANAGER

EVENTS DIRECTOR
& 

ARTS 
COORDINATOR

RESOURCE 
& 

AMBASSADOR 
MANAGER

AMBASSADOR 
OF 

BUSINESS 
COMMUNICATIONS

URBAN PLANNER
&

HUMAN RESOURCE 
MANAGER 

URBAN PLANNER 
&

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

1 Northeast Strivin’ 
COMBAT
2 KC Chamber Public     
Safety Coalition
3 KC ‘Vison Zero’
4 HNE Houseless 
5 Small Developers of KC
6 NE Coalition
7 HNE/EGG Board 
Member
8 HNE Media Board 
Member
9 Recipient: Carol Col 
Community Defender 
Award 

1 KC Source Link
2 Arts as Membership a    
501c3
3 Welcome KC
4 KC Refugee & 
Immigrant Services & 
Empowerment
5 The EGG Board 
6 Recipient: 2024 Urban 
Heroes Award

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Recipient: Community 
Champion 816 Award
3 Certified Harm 
Reduction Specialist
4 HNE Community 
Engagement Liaison 
5 KCMO Houseless  
Summit Ambassador
6 National Coalition for 
the Homeless: Civil 
Rights/Organizing 
Committee 

1 Aweil East Community 
Association Inc - USA 
former Chairman
2 NEKC Chamber Liaison 
for the Historic Northeast 
Area Businesses 

1 Kessler Park Plan 
Implementation 
Committee 
2 MARC Bi-State 
Sustainable Corridor 
Advisory Board 
3 MARC Regional Solid 
Waste Management Plan 
Update Committee
5 The Kansas City Media 
Collective 2024 Voters 
Guide Focus Group 
6 Urban Core Group Chair

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Independence Avenue 
Storefront Improvement 
Rebate Board
3 The Paseo Gateway & 
Choice Neighborhood  
Initiative Liaison   

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS & COMMITTEES



THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE
2657 INDEPENDENCE BLVD, KCMO

CHRIS ROSS
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