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- Pioneer & Colonel (War of 1812)
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- Buried at Union Cemetery, KCMO 
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1964 - 2010





THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE
BOARD MEMBERS



BOBBI BAKER         REBECCA KOOP      LAURA BIRDSONG        ROL DiiNG MIKE SPADY               LON CLARK

NEKC CHAMBER & INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID MANAGEMENT STAFF 

CHAMBER CEO 
& 

CID DISTRICT 
MANAGER

EVENTS DIRECTOR
& 

ARTS 
COORDINATOR

RESOURCE 
& 

AMBASSADOR 
MANAGER

AMBASSADOR 
OF 

BUSINESS 
COMMUNICATIONS

URBAN PLANNER
&

HUMAN RESOURCE 
MANAGER 

URBAN PLANNER 
&

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

1 Northeast Strivin’ 
COMBAT
2 KC Chamber Public     
Safety Coalition
3 KC ‘Vison Zero’
4 HNE Houseless 
5 Small Developers of KC
6 NE Coalition
7 HNE/EGG Board 
Member
8 HNE Media Board 
Member
9 Recipient: Carol Col 
Community Defender 
Award 

1 KC Source Link
2 Arts as Membership a    
501c3
3 Welcome KC
4 KC Refugee & 
Immigrant Services & 
Empowerment
5 The EGG Board 
6 Recipient: 2024 Urban 
Heroes Award

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Recipient: Community 
Champion 816 Award
3 Certified Harm 
Reduction Specialist
4 HNE Community 
Engagement Liaison 
5 KCMO Houseless  
Summit Ambassador
6 National Coalition for 
the Homeless: Civil 
Rights/Organizing 
Committee 

1 Aweil East Community 
Association Inc - USA 
former Chairman
2 NEKC Chamber Liaison 
for the Historic Northeast 
Area Businesses 

1 Kessler Park Plan 
Implementation 
Committee 
2 MARC Bi-State 
Sustainable Corridor 
Advisory Board 
3 MARC Regional Solid 
Waste Management Plan 
Update Committee
5 The Kansas City Media 
Collective 2024 Voters 
Guide Focus Group 
6 Urban Core Group Chair

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Independence Avenue 
Storefront Improvement 
Rebate Board
3 The Paseo Gateway & 
Choice Neighborhood  
Initiative Liaison   

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS & COMMITTEES



TITAN & KC POLICE DEPARTMENT

KCMO, PARKS & REC, HUD, HOUSING AUTHORITY

MID-AMERICA REGIONAL COUNCIL

1)  KCMO Public Works - Alleyway Cleanup, ADA Ramps & 311 Issues
2)  Rebuild KC - Railroad Bridge Mural & Streetscape Upgrades 
3)  KCMO’s Urban CID Alliance – Create Consistent Practices 

1)  CID Storefront Improvement Rebate Program (SIR)
2)  HNE Summer Mural Program 
3)  theEGG (Economic Growth Gallery) 
4)  Northeast News Media Outreach 

1)  Monthly Safety & Security Meetings 
2)  Quarterly De-Escalation Training 
3)  Harm Reduction Practices Classes 

1)  Illegal Dumping Program (Signage)
2)  Camera Installation in Northeast Alleyways
3)  Recycling Program for Independence Ave 

PARTNERSHIPS NEKC CHAMBER ASSOCIATED ORGANIZATIONS 



NEKC INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

IA AVE CID 
WORKFORCE 

DEVELOPMENT 
1. Inclusion & Diversity

2. Health & Wellness 

SPONSORED 
NEIGHBORHOOD      

EVENTS
1. Scare-It Halloween 

2. Pendleton Heights Disc 
Golf   

COLLABORATION 
KCMO 

‘Vision Zero’ Strategic 
Planning Committee

BikeWalkKC
1. Electric Bike Installation 

on Independence Ave
2. Promotion Assistance

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

Spring & Fall 
Community Clean Ups

INDEPENDNECE  AVE 
CID & KCPD

(Monthly)  
Safety & Security Meetings

NEKC CHAMBER
(Annually)
Mardi Gras 

‘Beads, Beans & Booze’

KCMO AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING TRUST FUND

Recipient Training

INDEPENDENCE AVE 
CID PARTNERS

1.  KC ATA
2. KC Parks & Recreation 

(HNE-REX) 
Historic NorthEast

Redirection EXchange
(Quarterly)

Solutions for  Houseless 
Community

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
PARTNERSHIP
World Refugee Day
@ KC Public Library

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION (EDC)
(Quarterly)

EDC Open Office Hours

theEGG
(ECONOMIC GROWTH GALLERY)
1. Shopping & Art Pop-Ups 

2. Business Education 
Steering Committee 

INDEPENDENCE AVE 
CID

Holiday Decorating 
NEKC CHAMBER

Sponsored Summer Mural

RYGOKU SOCCER 
ACADAMY  

Passion Project School Fair

CENTRAL BANK & 
NEKC CHAMBER 
SPONSORSHIP 

Document Shred Event

NEKC CHAMBER 
(Monthly)

1. Coffee, Culture & 
Conversation

2. Tasty Topic Talk 
Luncheons  

NEKC CHAMBER
(Bi-Annually)

International Marketplace 
Taste & Tour

TOWN HALL 
MEETINGS 

1. Low Barrier Shelter 
2. Houseless Solutions

COMMUNITY 
MEETINGS

1. Kessler Park Steering 
Committee 

2. UMKC Planning Students   

COMMUNITY 
MEETINGS           

KCPD 
Chief Listening Sessions

KCMO NEW 
AMERICAN WELCOME 

KC PLAN
Help Immigrants Establish 

Roots in the HNE Area

CITY OF KCMO
KC Playbook 

Comprehensive Long-Rang 
Planning Meetings

ALLIANCE 
MO STATE REP 
District 19 Meetings 

1. Ingrid Burnett 
2. Wick Thomas

MID-AMERICA 
REGIONAL COUNCIL 

(MARC)  
Illegal Dumping Grant  

HNE MEDIA
dba 

NORTHEAST NEWS

2024 NEKC CHAMBER & INEPENDENCE AVE CID COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTS



2024 NEKC CHAMBER & INDEPENDENCE AVE CID EVENTS: 66 TOTAL
HOSTED PUBLIC MEETINGS: 16 
03/14
04/24
05/03
05/14
06/12
07/17
08/15
08/21
09/17
09/20
10/02
10/11
10/22
10/29
11/19
12/10

Lexington Ave (PH) road diet - KCMO
Hardesty Lofts proposal - Arnold Group`
KC’s EDC ‘Open Office’ hours - Bob Long
KCMO New American - Welcome KC Plan
Ryogoku School - Passion Project #3
1st Candidate forum - Evie Craig
Pendleton Heights Neighborhood meet
Kessler Park Masterplan Advisory Group
Kessler Park Masterplan Implication Group
KC’s EDC ‘Open Office’ hours - Bob Long
Housing Trust Fund Training - KCMO
UMKC Design Studio - World Cup planning
Kessler Park Masterplan Implication Group
2nd Candidate Forum - Evie Craig
Kessler Park Masterplan Implication Group
Kessler Park Masterplan Implication Group

01/11
02/08
03/14
04/11
05/09
06/13
07/13
08/08
09/12
10/10
11/14

NE Library - Author Catherine Browder
Love Expressions - Valentine’s Day
History of St Patrick’s Day - Lon Clark 
Taxes: business - Mike Spady
Asian American Pacific Islander month 
LGBTQ Pride month - Lon Clark
US Senate candidate - Jared Young
National Money Day - UMB & Mike Spady
Labor Day tribute & 911 Remembrance 
Neighborhood Barrel Art - Fred Crawford 
KC’s Lead-to-Read Organization

NEKC CHAMBER COFFEES: 11 

NEKC CHAMBER LUNCHEONS: 10 
02/28
03/26
04/23
05/28
06/25
07/23
08/27
09/24
10/22

Reparation Talk with Tamales & Greens 
Birth of a Book - Author Catherine Browder
1031 tax workshop - Stewart Title
What is Airbnb - owner Megan Duma 
Meet the Muralists - ‘Truck-Eating Bridge’
Connections to Success - Paula Wheeler 
Junior Achievement - Kate Hood
Indep Ave ‘Truck-Eating Bridge’ Mural Reveal 
Angel Flight Central - Jenna Gerdes 

SIGNATURE EVENTS: 5

HNE-REX (Real Estate Exchange): 3
01/17    NE Low-Barrier Shelter - City Manager
04/10    NE Low-Barrier Shelter - Evie Craig
09/12    NE Housing Summit - Dr. Anne Williamson 

Mardi Gras: Beans, Beads & Booze 
1st International Taste & Tour 
Shred-It documents drive through 
2nd International Taste & Tour 
Annual Celebratory Toast party 

02/13
06/07
06/15
09/06
12/13

The Economic Growth Gallery: 13
01/27
02/10
02/17
02/22
03/02
03/09
03/30
12/04
12/05
12/07
12/08
12/09

INKlusive - Brian Mapes
INKlusive - Brian Mapes
Portrait photo shoot session
INKlusive - Brian Mapes
INKlusive - Brian Mapes
INKlusive - Brian Mapes
INKlusive - Brian Mapes
Rehearsal - Gracie Heath Fabled Fox Theatrics
Rehearsal - Gracie Heath Fabled Fox Theatrics
Open Studio for local artist
Open Studio for local artist
Rehearsal - Gracie Heath Fabled Fox Theatrics

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETINGS: 7
Narcan use & overdose prevention
NEKC community outreach & enforcement
Police website resources & outreach officers
Shelters & lack of ability to prosecution 
Language barrier & de-escalation techniques 
Proposed city jail & KCPD limited staff
How to better coordination of participants
Risk-Terrain modeling to help prevent crime

03/21
06/20
07/25
08/22
09/19
10/17
11/21
12/19

DE-ESCALATION TRAINING: 1
05/11   Cancelled due to timing conflict  



JANUARY
NEW MEMBERS: 4     
D’ Angeles Salon                                       
Mogadisho Market                                     
AL-Halal Grocery Store                            
Kansas City Current

RENEWALS: 29   
Marqueza Taco Express                             
Love Expressions                                       
Taqueria El Torito                                     
Carniceria El Torito                                   
Carnieria El Torito III                                 
Taqueria Mexico II                                  
San Antonio Market                                 
El Mercado Fresco                                   
Frutopia
Elviria’s Cakes                                        
Dr. Ed Kendrick                                     
Family Grocery                                       
Jay Grocery                                             
Al Rahman Mediterranean Market         
Spalitto’s Pharmacy                              
Yasmeen Café                                         
Wilt Theres a way                                   
Gringo Loco Market                               
Oneway Clothing                                    
Baraka Market                                        
Soesoe & Store                                       
La Jarochita Express                               
Hernandex Tax Service                          
Independence Blvd Christian Church     
P & R Diversified                                   
Cricket Wireless                                      
Fresh Market                                            
Ph Coffee                                                 
Mika & Sons, Inc        

NEKC CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP REPORT 2024
FEBRUARY 
NEW MEMBERS: 2    
Legacy Tire Shop, LLC                   
El Rey De Las Baleadas

RENEWALS: 10   
Urban Hikes Kansas City                 
Liberty Tax                                       
Show me KC Schools                       
Sharif Store                                       
Shelter Insurance, Co                        
Warehouse one                                  
World Direct Link                             
Westlake ACE Hardware                  
Mark One Electric                             
Kansas City University 

MARCH 
NEW MEMBERS: 4    
Total By Verizon #1
Total By Verizon #2
Strategic Workforce DEV, INC
Cubework.com, Inc. 

RENEWALS: 2   
Hector’s Auto Repair    
Top Notch Liquor 

APRIL 
NEW MEMBERS: 2
Dutzel’s Catering & Events      
Draw North 

RENEWALS: 8
Law Office of Jerry W. Potocnik
North-East Branch Library    
El Paso Del Norte                          
Pho Bowl                                       
Back Door Pottery  
Lina Nails    
Adco
Gary Goebel

MAY 
NEW MEMBERS: 0    

RENEWALS: 4   
Northeast Community Center                                       
Don Bosco Center                                  
Custom Truck Source                         
Samuel Rodgers Health Center 

JUNE 
NEW MEMBERS: 0    

RENEWALS: 5
Passantino Bros. Funeral Home 
Core Coffee & Eatery
Charrito’s Plaza Taqueria  
Las Tres Palmas                                     
Computer Solutions 

JULY 
NEW MEMBERS: 0

RENEWALS: 7   
Express Nail                                             
Hardesty Storage                                      
Premium Wireless                                    
JH Beauty Salon                                      
Bulaale Business Center                           
Central Bank of Kansas City                    
Salvation Army 

AUGUST
NEW MEMBERS: 0 

RENEWALS:  0

SEPTEMBER 
NEW MEMBERS: 0

RENEWALS:  0

OCTOBER 
NEW MEMBERS: 0

RENEWALS:  0

NOVEMBER
NEW MEMBERS: 1 
La Cubana Restaurant

RENEWALS: 11
CSL Plasma  
Eye Care Optical  
Jack De Simone   
Bella Realty
Northeast Arts KC
Late Model, LLC
Titan Protection & Consulting Inc
Northeast Realty, Co
Eleos Coffee
Opes Commercial Real Estate
Cosentino’s Food Store 

DECEMBER 
NEW MEMBERS: 3    
Convenience Grocery 
Family Dollar
Dollar, Burns, Becker & Hershewe Law 

RENEWALS: 5
AJ Partners
The Tamale Kitchen
Jose Fiestas Rental
Abbot Properties
Red Stone Properties (KCU Tower)
McDonald's Restaurant
Friends Printing & Embroidery 

NEW: 16
RENEWALS: 83
TOTAL: 99



INDEPENDENCE AVE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CORRIDOR OVERLAY ORDINANCE 

OFFICE



INDEPENDENCE AVENUE (CID) COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
Some CIDs in the Kansas City metro area include:

•Martin City
•Brookside
•Independence Ave
•KCI Airport
•Downtown
•39th Street
•Troost Avenue
•Waldo

INDEPENDENCE AVE CID ADDRESSS: CRIME, GRIME & CHIME
1) community safety   2) beautification   3) business retention   4) economic growth  5) capital improvements

The Independence Avenue CID is a political subdivision, funded by public    
money through sales tax assessments. Business and industrial property 
owners within the defined geographic district, design and pay for the CID.*

*CIDs are intended to supplement, NOT REPLACE, basic services provided 
by municipalities AND the fundamental responsibilities of property owners. 



INDEPENDENCE AVENUE (CID) COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Urban Street Ambassador’s Annual Activity Report 

BLOCKS SWEPT (CLEANED)

LANDSCAPING

BEFORE AFTER

BLOCKS SWEPT (CLEANED)

10,120



INDEPENDENCE AVENUE (CID) COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Titan ‘Avenue Angel’s’ Annual Activity Report 

ESCORT COMPLETED
GONE ON ARRIVAL

AREA CLEARED 

2,316

NARCAN TRAINING 



MEDIA OUTREACH 2024 
2024



OUR INTERNET SITES NE 
NEWS



SEARCH FOR:
‘NEKC Chamber of 

Commerce 
INDEPENDENCE AVE’



CURRENT ISSUE  4-10-2024 

3-21-2024

3-12-2024

3-19-2024

3-29-20242-27-2024

GRIME, CRIME & CHIME…



2-5-2024    PASSANTINO FUNERAL HOME

3-15-2024  KC TACOS & WINGS

4-12-2024    KANSAS CITY UNIV

3-8-2024   TOTAL VERIZON

3-29-24  LIBERTY TAX

2-23-2024    PENDELETON HIGHTS

3-1-2024    SPALITTO’S PHARMACY



CID Storefront Rebate Program 

4616 & 4618 INDEPENDENCE AVE 

Amount Disbursed To-Date Since Program Began 
in 2015 on 32 Projects: $147,102.23

PROGRAM CRITERIA FOR DISCUSSION

2024 DISTRIBUTION: $10,021.50

PROGRAM 
TO DATE 
TOTAL 

HNE BUSINESS INVESTMENT TO DATE: $415,000.42



CID STOREFRONT IMPROVEMENT REBATE (SIR) PROGRAM 2024 

2635 Independence Blvd                                                5600 Independence Ave
BEFORE         AFTER BEFORE AFTER 

SAMPLE 
PROJECTS



Book Your Event @ theEGG Online      www.NEKCchamber.com

AVAILABLE FOR CREATIVITY DEC 7 & 8: BOOK SIGNING

The EGG   EVENTS



MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

NEKC Chamber 
‘Partnership’ 
Presentation 

JAN 10, 2024
24 ATTENDEES

The Conservation team discussed a 
variety of possibly ways to partner 
with the NEKC Chamber & IA CID:
1) butterfly way-finding gardens,  
2) open spaces along Independence 

Ave, and
3) CID owned lot for gardening. 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
FALL ACTIVITIES MO DEPT OF CONSERVATION



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024

INDEPENDENCE AVE & HARDESTY AVE

MO DEPT OF CONSERVATIONFALL ACTIVITIES



#4 NEKCCoC GRANT 

AWARDED: $100,000 
COMPLETION TIME: DEC 2024



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024

HNE AVENUE PILLARS LIGHTING FIXED!
6 from Woodland to Gladstone

FALL ACTIVITIES ON THE AVE

NEW TREES

NEW TREES

AWARDED: $100,000 
COMPLETION TIME: DEC 2024



Kansas City Terminal Railway Bridge
5899 Independence Avenue

The Independence Avenue Bridge in Kansas City, 
Missouri was built in 1912. The bridge is owned by the 
Kansas City Terminal Railway and is located on the 
southern border of the Indian Mound neighborhood and 
northern border of the Sheffield neighborhood. It's a 
railroad bridge that allows trains to cross over 
Independence Avenue, the bridge height allows a tight 
underpass for vehicles.

The bridge is 12 feet tall, which is shorter than the 
height of most large trucks and has been the subject of 
many collisions. Since 2020, at least 40 trucks have hit 
the bridge, and in February 2024, the city installed 
warning curtains to help keep drivers safe. The bridge 
is known as the "truck-eating bridge" and has become a 
local celebrity, with its own Facebook groups, t-shirt, 
and internet memes.



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

LIVE

JAN 11, 2023: NEKC LIBRARY TOUR

Catherine spoke to the coffee crowd about her life 
encounters and what inspires her writing. 

She also referred to her time spent in Japan and the 
affects of that experience on her perspectives. 

GUEST SPEAKER
Local Writer: Catherine Browder 

ATTENDEES: 14 + 5 STAFF



LOW BARRIER SHELTER 
PROPOSED IN NORTHEAST KC JAN 17, 2024

182 ATTENDESS
5   City Officials
4   Local News 
2   KCPD
5   Hope-Faith
80 ZOOM
96 In-House



CONGRATULATIONS BBB 
2024 Queen & King

CONGRATULATIONS  
12 RAFFLE WINNERS



SEPTEMBER 20, 2024
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPERATION
@ THE NEKC CHAMBER OFFICE 

8 LOCAL VISITORS



1) Body Language  2) Tone of Voice
3) Verbal Language 4) Other Tools..

De-escalation Training
JOSH LEON
Chief of Security

&

RYAN MCFARLIN
Captain of Crime Prevention

DEC 16, 2023

JUNE 8, 2024
CANCELLED



GUEST SPEAKER 
KCMO Public Works Dept, Bailey Waters, 
the City's Chief Mobility Officer.

24 ATTENDEES (6 on ZOOM)
Discussed proposed traffic-calming 
alterations along Missouri & Lexington 
Avenues between The Paseo & Montgall 
in the Pendleton Heights neighborhood.



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION
March 14, 2024
Attendees: 22 

Discussed the history of 
celebrating St. Pat’s Day



NEKC 2024 SPRING CLEAN-UP EVENT
CID Ambassadors delivered roughly…
2,000 tires from the Avenue!



Northeast Coalition’s Unified Statement Regarding a Low-Barrier Shelter
1. One Low Barrier Shelter in a 300 square mile city is insufficient; we need multiple low 
barrier shelters.
2. Blight remediation and CPTED goes beyond your front door; we demand SUSTAINED 
investment in the surrounding blocks of the shelter, by the city and by the provider through 
the development and implementation of a Community Benefits Agreement that includes 
security for neighborhoods, parks, and community assets.
3. A perennial funding source must be found for these shelters; a one-time federal grant is 
unsustainable.
4. Housing First should not be Housing Only; people need access to wraparound services 
and the city must do orders of magnitude better in coordinating and funding these services, 
including transportation.
5. The city must take more immediate steps to ensure women, families, the LGBTQ+ 
community, and other marginalized groups are sheltered as well. This RFP falls short of 
such a goal.
6. A shelter will not 'solve' this crisis; it is triage. We must address low wages, lack of 
deeply affordable housing, and lack of access to health care as a city.
7. The Coalition will insist on neighborhood representation on the governing board of 
whatever entity is given the contract for the low-barrier shelter if it is to be in our 
Community.
8. The city should reissue the RFP for a low-barrier shelter and include the requirements 
and provide an authentic community engagement process. Additionally, we insist on 
continued collaboration with the city to SOLVE this problem. To reach Functional Zero the 
city will need to act on issues beyond shelters. Those issues include, but are not limited 
to, implementing a citywide anti-speculation and vacancy strategy, outlawing Source of 
Income Discrimination, and making additional public investment in creating affordable 
housing in every council district. We, along with you, want to eradicate the need for 
emergency shelters.

Historic NorthEast Redirection EXchange
Solutions for the Houseless Community

NEKC Chamber Office
Guest speaker: Evie Craig of the Northeast Coalition

APRIL 10, 2024

NEKC CHAMBER
‘HNE-REX’ 

Quarterly Meetings
Focus on Issue of 

the Houseless 
Situation in the 

Historic Northeast  



Bobbi Baker-Hughes

Dr. Elaine Joslyn  

40 YEARS OLD



APRIL 23, 2024
ATTENDEES: 27
ZOOM: 26

DINNER 
CATERED
BY

Historic Northeast Lofts

EVENT



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
CID STAFF ATTENDS CENTRAL BANK OF 
KANSAS CITY’S ‘WELLNESS WEDNESDAY’



MAYOR’S COMMISSION
FOR

NEW AMERICANS

MAY 14, 2024     
ATTENDEES: 10 + 4 ZOOM + 2 STAFF

“Immigrants and refugees contribute 
so much to our communities and this 
commission will identify ways to utilize 
their talents, culture and experiences 
to make Kansas City even greater. We 
are proud to be part of a large 
coalition of organizations and 
stakeholders partnering with the City 
to serve immigrants and refugees and 
the impact of our work will only grow 
stronger from here.”

Mayor Q



SPRING TASTE & TOUR EVENT
FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024

68 ATTENDEES & VOLUNTEERS



RYOGOKU PASSION PROJECT EVENT III 
JUNE 12, 2024



TRUCK EATING BRIDGE
SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2024

CALL FOR MURALISTS
SITE VISIT EVENT

30 ATTENDEES + 7 STAFF



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON
JUNE 25, 2024
ATTENDEES: 21 + 14 STAFF
SPEAKERS: The Chosen Artists for the 
Truck-Eating-Bridge
TOPIC: Reveal of their Bridge Artwork 

Lunch by



TRUCK EATING BRIDGE
4(+1) Artists – 4 Walls

Michelle Renn & Merry Burleson Mike Elder

Become More Alex Eickhoff

Looking West

Looking East

AWARDED: $20,000 
COMPLETION TIME: SEPT 2024



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON
THURSDAY, SEPT 25, 2024
ATTENDEES: 12 + 4 STAFF

SPEAKERS: ‘Truck-Eating-Bridge’ Artists 
TOPIC: REAVEAL OF BRIDGE ARTWORK 

‘Become More’

Lunch at:
QUERIA II

Michelle Renn
&

Merry Burleson



New $15M Pediatric Wing Ribbon Cutting

June 6, 2024





COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

LIVE

JUNE 13, 2024
ATTENDEES: 13 + 4 STAFF 

HERITAGE MONTH TALK: PRIDE
GUEST SPEAKER: LON CLARK 

PRIDE FLAG 
DEDICATION



41 VEHICLES DRIVE-THRU

5,000 POUNDS SHREDDED



Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II & local officials ‘kick-off’ conference.

GOAL: 24-mile, zero-emission, regional transit route 
connecting 4 cities in 2 states and 2 counties.

BI-STATE SUSTAINABLE REINVESTMENT CORRIDOR AUGUST 8, 2024

24 MILES



NORTHEAST NEIGHBOROOD OPEN HOUSE @ NEKC CHAMBER, IA CID & NORTHEAST NEWS 

TUESDAY EVENING 
AUGUST 13, 2024

FOOD BY 

La Piña Loka



THURSDAY
AUGUST 15, 2024 



COMMUNITY CHAMPION
TEAM RESOURCE MANAGER

LAURA BIRDSONG

FRIDAY
AUGUST 15, 2024



KESSLER PARK 
ADVISORY GROUP

City Employee’s share with the
Northeast KC’s neighborhoods
the process of applying for the
City’s Public Improvement
Advisory Committee Program.

(PIAC) 

AUGUST 21, 2024
& 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2024



NEKC CHAMBER 
BI-ANNUAL 

TASTE & TOUR EVENT
SEPTEMBER 6, 2024
64 TRAVELERS



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

SEPT 8, 2024
ATTENDEES: 7 + 3 STAFF 

TOPIC: HISTORY OF LABOR DAY
GUEST SPEAKER: LON CLARK

TREATS BY…



LYKINS SQUARE PARK ART INSTALLATION
Work Force Development Luncheon
September 10, 2024



Northeast Community Education Forum on Housing Solutions

The Northeast Working Group
Rep. Ingrid Burnett & Dr. Anne Williamson
September 12, 2024

The purpose of this meeting is to inform the 
public about the forthcoming Northeast
‘Transformation Plan’ and obtain public 
feedback about the Plan’s draft set of priorities.



SEPT 18, 2024    CID STAFF… 
NIGHT OUT AT THE ‘K’
TICKETS DONATED BY ROYAL’S NON-PROFITE



UMKC Urban Planning Students 2026 World Cup Preparation Analysis
OCTOBER 11, 2024: 31 ATTENDEES + 3 STAFF



PRESIDENT & CEO 
OF THE 

NEKC CHAMBER 
RECEIVES

HONORARY AWARD!

OCTOBER 12, 2024
3RD District Representatives 
recognize Independence Ave 
as the most economic viable 
corridor in the entire district! 



WEDNESDAY, OCT 2, 2024,   
KCMO HOUSING TRUST FUND (HTF) 
AWARDEE WORKSHOP
ATTENDEES: 17 + 1 STAFF



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

OCT 10, 2024
ATTENDEES: 18 + 10 STAFF 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Artist Fred Crawford
TOPIC: Art for the NE Neighborhoods 

TREATS BY                      AND

Artist Fred Crawford with 
Representative from Each 
Participating Neighborhoods. 



Kessler Park Master Plan Implementation Group
1) October 22, 2024 2) November 19, 2024                    

Attendees: 12                       Attendees: 14

AGENDA: Shared ideas of what to include in the 
group’s by-laws AND how to proceed forward organizing. 

Reservoir Park Design

Conservation Plan Map

Reservoir Park



Senate Districts 7, 9 & 11
House District 19 & 23
Jackson Co Prosecutor

OCT 29, 2024
ATTENDEES: 31 + 5 STAFF  

GENERAL 
ELECTION 
NOV 5, 2024



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, NOV 14, 2024 ATTENDEES: 9 + 5 STAFF 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Haly Reece
TOPIC: LEAD TO READ PROGRAM

TREATS BY:

https://leadtoreadkc.org/



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2024                     SIX COFFEE SHOPS IN THE HNE



THANKSGIVING LUNCH 

NEKC Chamber 
Independence Ave CID 
Titan Protection 
Northeast News

NOVEMBER 27, 2024



Oh, my goodness, from the depths of my heart, I feel an overwhelming surge of gratitude for each and every one of you who graced the lot behind 
Texas Tom's on Thursday! Your selfless spirit and unwavering dedication to cleaning up our streets and neighborhoods is amazing. You are the
unsung heroes, the tireless warriors who toil behind the scenes, facing challenges that would make the strongest quake! I see you; I honor you, and 
my soul is ignited with the desire to give something back to you all!

Oh, the joy I would feel to treat you all to a hearty pizza lunch one glorious day, a small token of appreciation for the monumental effort you pour into 
this community! Please, let this dream become a reality! If you could please let me know a good day and time when everyone could gather at the CID 
and a pizza count idea, so I make sure there is enough, please?! 

Amanda G Hockman

‘Workforce Development’ Lunch Guest: 
KCPD EAST PATROL’S CIO 
Community Interaction Officer Ambrose 

‘FAST STOP’ PHILLIP 66; 4815 INDEPENDENCE AVE 

OCTOBER 16, 2024



CELEBRATORY TOAST 2024
1970s FONDUE FUN THROWBACK

NICE                                        NAUGHTY  

19th District MO State Reps
Out-Going & In-Coming

Ingrid Burnett & Wick Thomas
(Clay Jarrett)

DEC 13, 2024 TOAST  



1970s FONDUE FUN THROWBACK          DECEMBER 13            CELEBRATING SUCCESSES OF 2024

CELEBRATORY TOAST 2024



CELEBRATING STAFF SUCCESSES OF 2024

MOST NEKC CHAMBER 
MEMBERSHIPS EVER 6 YEARS OF SERVICE

25 YEARS OF SERVICE

10 YEARS OF 
SERVICE

LIFE-SAVING HERO

LIFE-SAVING HEROS

LIFE-SAVING HERO



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
FALL ACTIVITIES IN THE HNE

OCTOBER 5, 2024
Tires - 1,742 (CID – 161 tires)
Trash - 174,165 pounds
Brush - 2,000 pounds
Shredding - 1,000 pounds



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
- DEAD TREE REMOVAL 
- NEW TREE PLANTINGS

FALL ACTIVITIES ON THE AVE

NEW TREES

NEW TREESTREE REMOVAL TREE REMOVAL



IA CID RESOURCE MANAGER - LAURA BIRDSONG      IA CID URBAN PLANNER - MIKE SPADY                         

President of Sheffield Neighborhood Association - MARK MORALES

A 300 feet, patriotic mural is painted on the underpass located on 9th and Hardesty. It was 
dedicated to the victims of 9/11 in 2001. Years later, volunteers are working to preserve it.MARK MORALES



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE…



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
SPRING PLANTING BEGINS…



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2024
FALL ACTIVITIES ON THE AVE

INTENTIONAL DESTRUCTION OF INDEPENDENCE AVE CID PROPERTY

10/26/24 VANDALISM 
Estimated Damages = $24,100.00



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION

CID STAFF REPORTING FIRES!



17 ALLEYWAYS
MANAGED BY:
NEKC CHAMBER
IMPLEMENTED BY:
INDEPENDENCE AVE CID 

2024 CLEANUPS: 10 ALLEYS - 18,400 POUNDS



ALLEY CLEANUP: Kensington – Spruce (South of the Ave)  
About 1000 Lbs Trash |  7 USA  |  7 x 1.5 = 10.5 Hrs | Feb 28, 2024 

AFTER

BEFORE



ALLEY CLEANUP: 1) Indiana – Bales, 2) Bales – Askew      
About 650 Lbs Trash |  7 USA  |  7 x 2 = 14 Hrs |   Aug 22, 2024 

AFTER AFTER AFTER

BEFORE BEFORE BEFORE

PROGRESS

CREW



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 
2024

WINTER & SPRING

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATION
OUR MISSION…

GRIME, CRIME & CHIME





for

NEKC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ‘BUSINESS’ SURVEY RESULTS 
(SOUTHWEST CORNER OF INDEPENDENCE & PROSPECT)

Former CVS building



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NE NEWS!!!

ONCE AGAIN, the MISSOURI PRESS ASSOCIATION recognizes 
the Northeast News in their statewide monthly magazine for their 
leading edge, community engagement.

SAVING
LIVES ON 
THE AVE!
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