
INDEPENDENCE AVENUE STRONG

COMMUNITY COMPASSION



YOUR LAST PRESENTATION 
NEKC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE         02/19/2025
INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID                01/16/2025

APRIL 23, 2025
 RECENT EVENTS
 STOREFRONT IMPROVEMENT 
 CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP
 HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE
 INDEPENDENCE AVE CID & TITAN REPORTS
 TITAN ‘FOUR CORNERS’ 
 THE NE NEWSPAPER’S “CID-CENTERFOLDS”
 THE EGG EVENTS
 UPCOMING EVENTS

THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

PRESENTED BY: BOBBI BAKER, NEKC CHAMBER PRESIDENT/CEO & IA CID MANAGER

NE 
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A
G
E
N
D
A

The ‘EGG’ & NE News Office          NEKC Chamber, IA CID & HNE Office



REPAVED & STRIPED

STOREFRONT IMPROVEMENT REBATE (SIR) PROGRAM 2025

AFTERBEFORE



JANUARY: 1 New & 40 Renewals 
NEW: 1                                                          
Nomad Develops

RENEW: 40
Las Tres Palmas
Legacy Tire Shop
Taco Express
Taqueria El Torito I
Taqueria El Torito III 
Taqueria El Torito Restaurant
Spalitto’s Pharmacy
Elviria’s Cake
Yasmeen Café
San Antonio Market
La Jarochita Express
Al Rahman Mediterranean Market
Sharif Store
Baraka Market
Charrito’s Plaza Restaurant
Love Expression
JH Beauty Supply
Cricket Wireless
Fresh Market / El Mercado Fresco
El Mercado Fresco
El Mercado Fresh – 5901 Indep Ave
D & R Diversified
Independence Blvd Christian Church
Al – Hahal, LLC
Express Nails Salon
El Paso Del Norte 
D’ Angeles Beauty Salon

2025 NEKC CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP 
Ambassador of Business Communications Report

TOTAL MEMBERS TO DATE: 193
Taqueria Mexico II Restaurant    
Dr. J. Edward Kendrick
Mika & Sons Inc.
Gringo Logo Market
Taqueria Mexico II Restaurant
Lit Smoke Shop
Show Me KC Schools
El Rey de las Baleadas
Top Notch Liquor 
Hernandez Income Tax Service
Where There’s A Wilt

FEBUARY: 1 New & 9 Renewals
NEW: 1
Makan LECET

RENEW: 9
Mogadisho Market                               
Total Wireless Indep Ave                    
Total Wireless Saint John Ave            
La Cubana Cuban Restaurant   
Frutopia
Hector’s Auto Repair
Premium Wireless
Balaane Business Center
Ebenezer Shop         

KC’s INTERNATIONAL    MARKETPLACE

MARCH: 1 New & 17 Renewals
NEW: 1
University Health

RENEW: 17
Custom Truck One Source
Pho Bowl
Adco Litho Plate
The Salvation – Army
Liberty Tax
Sam Davis Agency
Kansas City University
Urban Hikes Kansas City
Kansas City Care Clinic
World Direct Link
Lina Nails
Opes Commercial Real Estate
Mark One Electric
Ralph C. Johnson & Company
The Don Bosco Centers
CSL Plasma
Holy Rosary Credit Union



SPONSORED BY
4TH DISTRICT AT LARGE

CRISPIN REA 
FEBRUARY 25, 2025
Attendees: 20+



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON
THURSDAY, FEBUARY 25, 2025
ATTENDEES: 22 GUESTS + 5 STAFF

SPEAKERS: 1) Battalion Chief, Michael Hopkins        
2) Assistant Chief, John Baker

TOPIC: Controlling Fires in Northeast KC

LUNCH PROVIDED BY:  



MARCH 2, 2025

CHAMBER & IA CID 
STAFF ENJOY…

FEAST DAY OF 
ST JOSEPH

SONS OF COLUMBUS
2415 INDEPENDENCE



INDEPENDENCE AVE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHAUTHOR: KENT DICUS 

HISTORIC MANSIONS 
ALONG THE AVENUE

$50
March 15, 2025



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2025
ATTENDEES: 18 + 5 STAFF 

TOPIC: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
FEATURED GUEST: Rita Strictland, BD Manager 

6200 St. John Ave

NEKC CHAMBER BOARD MEMBER
GARY GOEBEL



UMKC: URBAN PLANNING STUDENT INTERNSHIP FAIR

MARCH 14, 2025
School of Urban Planning & Design
9 STUDENTS INTERVIEWED



MARCH 15, 2025
KC Current Soccer
VIP Brunch & Home Opener
IA CID’s Resource Manager 
Laura Birdsong with MO House 
Rep (District 19) Wick Thomas 

WICK



GENERAL TOPICS
1) The 3700 Independence Avenue business strip and TITAN & 

KCPD’s responses was the focal point. 
2) The positive attributes of using CPTED (Crime Prevention 

Through Environmental Desing) strategy was discussed. 
3) Repeat Nuisance Offenders (RNO) problem & solutions 

through the Urban CID Alliance program (shared database).
4) KCPD will be presenting information about the public safety tax 

renewal at the April 3rd forum here at the NEKC Chamber.
5) Mattie Rhodes is working to expand their safety initiative into 

the Independence Plaza neighborhood. 

GENERAL ATTENDEES 
1 KCPD Officer
1 City Prosecutor
1 Business Owner
4 TITAN Angels
6 CID Office Staff
1 Mattie Rhodes Representative

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETINGS 
MARCH 20, 2025             



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2025
ATTENDEES: 18 ATTENDEES + 5

SPEAKERS: 1) Jonathan Arnold, 
Arnold Development Group
2) Carmen Chopp, 
Nomad Develops

TOPIC: HARDESTY LOFTS DEVELOPMENT 

LUNCH PROVIDED BY: Las Tres Palmas



APRIL 3, 2025
ATTENDEES: 8 + 3 STAFF

GUEST SPEAKER:
KCPD MAJOR, JOSH HEINEN      



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

MARCH 10, 2025               ATTENDEES: 15 + 5 STAFF

TOPIC: VENDOR FORUM, Hardesty Lofts Marketing
SPEAKER: Cofounders of Nomad Develops, 

Carmen Chopp & Bobby Keys

NEKC CHAMBER BOARD MEMBER
GARY GOEBEL

La Pina Loca
Restaurant 



LOBBY DAY MO STATE CAPITOL 

MO House Rep (District 19): 
WICK THOMAS 
Independence Ave CID’s 
Resource Manager: 
LAURA BIRDSONG

APRIL 2, 2025
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS



2301 INDEPENDENCE BLVD, KCMO

Health & Wellness Event
Tuesday, April 8, 2025

IA CID STAFF ATTEND



LEFT TO RIGHT

CHARLIE PASSANTINO
IA CID Chairperson 

BOBBI BAKER
IA CID District Manager

LAURA BIRDSONG
IA CID Resource Manager

JOE PRIVITERA
Mark One Electric Rep

DOWNTOWN COUNCIL
ANNUAL LUNCHEON



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2025
ATTENDEES: 18 ATTENDEES + 5 STAFF

SPEAKERS: Kevin Klingenberg, 
Midtown KC Now CID Manager

TOPIC: TEMPORARY DETENTION CENTER
PROPOSED FOR KANSAS CITY, MO

LUNCH PROVIDED BY:



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
EQUIPMENT READY FOR SPRING



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
GETTING READY FOR SPRING…

URBAN STREET AMBASSADORS LUNCH & CLEAN UP… 
LYKINS PARK

BEFORE AFTER



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

CLEANING UP MESSES MADE…



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
ACTIVITY ON THE AVENUE

INSTALLATION OF A COVERED BUS STOP

ELECTRIC BOX INSTALLATION

BEFORE 

AFTER



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
CLEAN UP ACTIVATIES ON THE AVENUE

BEFORE AFTER AFTERBEFORE 

TRUCK-EATING BRIDGE



17 ALLEYWAYS
MANAGED BY:
NEKC CHAMBER
IMPLEMENTED BY:
INDEPENDENCE AVE CID 

1 CLEANUP: FEBRUARY 19 – APRIL 16, 2025

SPRING BEGINS



#1 ALLEYWAY CLEANUP 4/14/2025       Topping - Lawndale - Oakley
2,200 Pounds Removed  >  9 CID Crew Members  >  5 Hours 

1) TITAN Security
2) Mattie Rhodes Center
3) Jerusalem Farms
4) KCPD 
5) KC Solid Waste 

Division
6) Healing House
7) IA CID Staff

PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATIONS

NOTE: The new Urban CID 
Alliance Database of Repeat  
Nuisance Offenders (REO) 
was used to communicate 
vital information.



BEFORE
#1 ALLEYWAY CLEANUP 4/14/2025       Topping - Lawndale - Oakley
2,200 Pounds Removed  >  9 CID Crew Members  >  5 Hours 



DURING
#1 ALLEYWAY CLEANUP 4/14/2025       Topping - Lawndale - Oakley
2,200 Pounds Removed  >  9 CID Crew Members  >  5 Hours 

HIDDEN VEHICLE



AFTER
#1 ALLEYWAY CLEANUP 4/14/2025       Topping - Lawndale - Oakley
2,200 Pounds Removed  >  9 CID Crew Members  >  5 Hours 



AFTER
#1 ALLEYWAY CLEANUP 4/14/2025       Topping - Lawndale - Oakley
2,200 Pounds Removed  >  9 CID Crew Members  >  5 Hours 

Social Media Posts
Courtesy of Molly 
with Mattie Rhodes 



ALL ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR

2016                2017                2018 2019 2020 2021 2022                    2023  2024

APRIL
½ MONTH

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

½ MONTH

APRIL
½ WEEK

COVID

½ WEEK



2025

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT

2024
FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1

ACTIVITY 
DETAILS

180

180



TIRE PICKUP

RECYCLING

BULKY ½ MONTH
APRIL

JUNE 2018 to TODAY

CLEAN UP YEAR-TO-YEAR

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

½ WEEK ½ MONTH



CLEAN UP… 
BY QUANTITY 

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 
FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1

2025

2024
FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1



ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR

½ MONTH

TITAN REPORT

½ WEEK

COVID STORE VISITS

JUNE 2015 to TODAY



2025

TITAN REPORT 

2024

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1

INCIDENT 
COUNT…

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1

45

45



WILSON RD
VERSES

INDEPENDENCE AVE

2025 2024

TITAN REPORT

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1



TITAN REPORT 

McDonald’s 
(28 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS)2025

Up In Smoke Game Room
(60 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS)

2024

1

1

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1

ACTIVITY…  
BY ADDRESS



OVERALL ACTIVITY 

2024
OCT 17 TO DEC 18

TITAN REPORT  

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 1

2025



2601 INDEPENDENCE 2435 INDEPENDENCE                             2635 INDEPENDENCE

2815 INDEPENDENCE                         3066 INDEPENDENCE               3220 INDEPENDENCE    

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



3245 INDEPENDENCE 3500 INDEPENDENCE                        2425 INDEPENDENCE

3616, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 INDEPENDENCE                                       3708 & 10 INDEPENDENCE     

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



3826 INDEPENDENCE 4011 & 13 INDEPENDENCE

4105 INDEPENDENCE                                   4300 & 03 INDEPENDENCE    3220 INDEPENDENCE    

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



4-11-2025 Fresh Market, 2604 Indep

4-21-2025  PRICE CHOPPER

3-28-2025  Cah America Pawn

2-7-2025 Kasanova Hair Studio

4-4-2025  San Antonio’s Cafe

3-12-2025  SVN SCHOOL

2-28-2024  EBEN-EZER SHOP



3-26-2025

3-13-2025

3-12-2025

3-3-20254-9-2025

INDEPENDENCE AVE CID’s STOREFRONT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

CURRENT ISSUE  4-16-2025 



DEC 7 & 8: HNE ARTISTS OPEN

Book Your Event @ theEGG Online      www.NEKCchamber.com

AVAILABLE FOR CREATIVITYDEC 7 & 8: BOOK SIGNING

The EGG   EVENTS

STUDIO TOUR 



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2025TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 2025
TASTY TOPIC TALK LUNCH

COFFEE CULTURE & 
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025

NE 
NEWS

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING

Urban Heat Island Reduction
THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2025

Core Coffee Temporary Detention Center Discuss Local Security 
Issues & Solutions

MURAL DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2025

MARC & EVERGY 

Chalk Walk in the Park

FIND AN ARTIST FOR A 
MURAL FOR YOU 

BUILDING



BOBBI BAKER         REBECCA KOOP      LAURA BIRDSONG        ROL DiiNG              MIKE SPADY               LON CLARK

NEKC CHAMBER & INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID MANAGEMENT STAFF 

CHAMBER CEO 
& 

CID DISTRICT 
MANAGER

EVENTS DIRECTOR
& 

ARTS 
COORDINATOR

RESOURCE 
& 

AMBASSADOR 
MANAGER

AMBASSADOR 
OF 

BUSINESS 
COMMUNICATIONS

URBAN PLANNER
&

HUMAN RESOURCE 
MANAGER 

URBAN PLANNER 
&

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

1 Northeast Strivin’ 
COMBAT
2 KC Chamber Public     
Safety Coalition
3 KC ‘Vison Zero’
4 HNE Houseless 
5 Small Developers of KC
6 NE Coalition
7 HNE/EGG Board 
Member
8 HNE Media Board 
Member
9 Recipient: Carol Col 
Community Defender 
Award 

1 KC Source Link
2 Arts as Membership a    
501c3
3 Welcome KC
4 KC Refugee & 
Immigrant Services & 
Empowerment
5 The EGG Board 
6 Recipient: 2024 Urban 
Heroes Award

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Recipient: Community 
Champion 816 Award
3 Certified Harm 
Reduction Specialist
4 HNE Community 
Engagement Liaison 
5 KCMO Houseless  
Summit Ambassador
6 National Coalition for 
the Homeless: Civil 
Rights/Organizing 
Committee 

1 Aweil East Community 
Association Inc - USA 
former Chairman
2 NEKC Chamber Liaison 
for the Historic Northeast 
Area Businesses 

1 Kessler Park Plan 
Implementation 
Committee 
2 MARC Bi-State 
Sustainable Corridor 
Advisory Board 
3 MARC Regional Solid 
Waste Management Plan 
Update Committee
5 The Kansas City Media 
Collective 2024 Voters 
Guide Focus Group 
6 Urban Core Group Chair

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Independence Avenue 
Storefront Improvement 
Rebate Board
3 The Paseo Gateway & 
Choice Neighborhood  
Initiative Liaison   

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS & COMMITTEES



THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE
2657 INDEPENDENCE BLVD, KCMO

CHRIS ROSS
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