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NE Alumni Association Joins NE Chamber of Com

By George Wilson *75

Yes! Mortheast Kansas City has a Chamber of Commerce and our Alumni Association is one of their newest
members,

What Is a Chamber of Commerce?
A chamber of commerce is an organization established to support and Irl EKC C !-'{ -'l—""\ r'-.ﬂl B E[-'
promode the interesis of businesses within a specific community, re- : |
gion, or industry. Essentially. it’s a network of local entreprencurs,
small business owners, large companics, schools and even non-profits
working together to improve the business environment.
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Most chambers of commerce operate as non-profit entities and offer a
variety of respurces aimed at strengihening local economies. From con- By £ m
necting businesses with potential clients to advocating for pro-business 5 T ——
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policies, chambers provide a platform for economic growth, Whether and George Wilson, NEHSAA
vou're running a boutique, a tech starup, or an alumni association, the
chamber of commerce serves as a resource hub and a community voice for your business.

‘Why Does a Chamber of Commerce Exist?

« Chambers of commerce date back as early as the 16th century, but their role remains as relevant today as it
was back then. They aim to:

» Support Business Growth: Chambers provide services like training, marketing opportunities, and net-
working events to help businesses succeed

«  Strengthen Communities: Local businesses are pillars of the community, and chambers work to bring
those businesses together (o create a vibrant local economy.

«  Advocate for Business Interesis: Acting as a unified voice, chambers aften lobby locil governments on
policies and regulations that impact business operations.

Why Would our Alumni Association Join?

= A New Ally: Both organizations share goals like making Northeast Kansas City more viable to live in and
do business in, Can you imagine a viable neighborhood anywhere without & great high schoal? The Kan-
sas City School Board has tried not once, but twice to close Northeast High. Our Alumni stood strong and
fought the closure each time ... and we won. Having an ally like the Chamber of Commerce at our side
will help keep Mortheast viable well into the future.

« Student Resources: Education and training are common for both organizations. Local businesses need
future workers and Northeast High is full of future workers. Businesses provide opportunities for North-
cast students to get practical on-the-job training making them a valuable resource post-graduation, Many
glso offer internships and training programs that also equip our students for future employment with en-
hanced skills and experience.

«  Fits Our Mission & Vision: Our Alumni Association is built on the principles of supporting our students,
teachers, school programs and the neighborhood, Our Chamber of Commerce cares about our communi-
ty. Lowering crime rates, improving infrastructure like streets and sidewalks and beautifying the neigh-
borhood. All of which makes Northeast Neighborhoods more desirable for home buyers and families who
wani that neighborhoed school. 1t's really nice to have this new ally in bettering our school environment
and the future of Northeast High.




