
INDEPENDENCE AVENUE STRONG

COMMUNITY COMPASSION



YOUR LAST PRESENTATION 
NEKC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE          08/18/2025
INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID                 09/20/2025

OCTOBER 15, 2025
 RECENT EVENTS
 HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE
 INDEPENDENCE AVE CID & TITAN REPORTS
 TITAN ‘FOUR CORNERS’ 
 THE NE NEWSPAPER’S “CID-CENTERFOLDS”
 THE EGG EVENTS
 UPCOMING EVENTS

THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

PRESENTED BY: BOBBI BAKER, NEKC CHAMBER PRESIDENT/CEO & IA CID MANAGER

NE 
NEWS

A
G
E
N
D
A

The ‘EGG’ & NE News Office       NEKC Chamber, IA CID & HNE Office

154 VISITORS: Aug 1 - Sept 31, 2025



GENERAL ATTENDEES: 14 
1 KCMO City Prosecutor
3 Business Owner
5 TITAN Angels
2 CID Office Staff
1 Mattie Rhodes Representative
1 KCMO safety liaison
1 SVN employee 

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETINGS 
AUGUST 21, 2025A
AGENDA
 Independence Avenue business break-ins
 Repeat Nuisance Offenders – CID Alliance Shared Drive
 Consequences of not having a detention center
 Recent passage of extending Safety Sales Tax
 ‘Partner’ Updates on quality of life on the Ave
 Attendees' concerns until the next meeting

Next Meeting: October 16 

Due to the coordinated policing 
efforts, calls concerning criminal 
activity dropped drastically since last 
year at the same period.  



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER LUNCHEON

AUG 26 ATTENDEES: 11 + 9 STAFF 
CATERED BY: STEAM BOWL

TOPIC: 2025 MURAL PROJECT
SPEAKER: MURAL ARTISTS

5017 Independence Ave
www.steambowlkc.com

http://www.steambowlkc.com/


The Undefeated Champion
TRUCK-EATING BRIDGE

FRIDAY, SEPT 5, 2025
TROLLEY RIDERS: 45

VOLUNTEERS: 4



FRIDAY, SEPT 5, 2025
TROLLEY RIDERS: 45

VOLUNTEERS: 4

*NEKC Chamber BEADS, BEANS & BOOZE Feb 17, 2026*



MARK MORALES

*TICKETS DONATED BY ROYALS' NON-PROFITS PROGRAM*

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 17, 2025



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, SEPT 11, 2025

ATTENDEES: 11 + 5 STAFF 

TOPIC: Meet the 2025 NEKC Chamber Mural 
FEATURED GUEST: 12 Competing Muralists
MURAL LOCATION: 5500 Independence Ave 

Michelle Renn
MURAL WINNER



KCMO CID ALLIANCE!
THURSDAY, SEPT 11, 2025   
15 ATTENDEES + 3 STAFF

The KC CID Alliance Meeting Focused On:
1) Enhancing data sharing & incident tracking 

among CIDs. 
2) The need for a centralized offender database, 

with Titan Security's three-year incident 
reports analyzed using AI to create offender 
profiles. 

3) The system will automate citation generation 
and map incident hotspots. 

4) It will also streamline data collection, improve 
prosecution, and address repeat offenders. 

5) The system will integrate with existing security 
and ambassador reports, ensuring 
comprehensive incident documentation. 

Citywide Community Improvement Districts
Independence Avenue CID & Truman Road CID
Mainstreet - Broadway - Three Trails CIDs
Brookside CID
Crossroads CID
Downtown & Rivermarket CIDs
Westport CID 



GENERAL ATTENDEES: 19 
1 KCMO City Prosecutor
3 Business Owners
2 TITAN Angels & 1 Administrator 
3 CID Office Staff
1 Mattie Rhodes Representative
1 KCMO Codes
1 SVN employee
6 KCPD Officers
1 Truman Rd CID  

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETINGS 
SEPT 18, 2025A
 TITAN will begin sharing reports with KCPD in new system
 TITAN answered around 2,018 calls for assistance in 2024
 Repeat Nuisance Offenders – CID Alliance Shared Drive
 Prospects of possibly using the vacant Jackson Co jail 
 Timeline for modular dentation center ready by May 2026
 ‘Partner’ Updates on quality of life on the Ave
 Attendees' concerns until the next meeting

Next Meeting: October 16 



TASTY TOPIC TALK… 
NEKC CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON
TOPIC: 2026 World Cup & Your Business
SPEAKER: Mindy Brissy, Director of Regional Impact
the best thing    Tracy Whelpley, Founder & CEO MRB  
THURSDAY: Sept 23, 2025
ATTENDEES: 22 attendees + 5 staff

LUNCH PROVIDED BY: Los Tres Palmas 
4201 E 9th St.
(816) 231-8100
Facebook 

Strategies Discussed local businesses opportunity during World Cup 2026



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2025
ANNUAL BOARD MEETING
NEKC CHAMBER EVENT SPACE

544 WABASH

KANSAS CITY, MO



HNE-REX (Historic Northeast - Response Emergency Examples) 
WEDESDAY, OCT 8, 2025
TOPIC: ‘Active Threat Awareness’ 
SPEAKER: Ryan McFarlen, Major of Field Operations Titan
ATTENDEES: 7 Guest + 3 Avenue Angels + 4 Staff

Major, 
Ryan 
McFarlen



DePrice Taylor Receiving The Athena Award
Mellisa Robinson - Fay Beal & Husband - Bobbi Baker   
a KCMO Council         Local Artists         NEKC Chamber

The Greek goddess Athena was a symbol of wisdom, intelligence, the 
arts and sciences and is the namesake of the KC Chamber’s annual 
ATHENA Awards, presented at a reception every fall.

2025



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, OCT 9, 2025

ATTENDEES: 10 + 5 STAFF 

TOPIC: Meet Your Neighbors!  
FEATURED GUESTS: You

Guest Shared Their Business Ideas 



Hispanic Heritage Month!
September 15 – October 15

SPONSORED BY: Councilman Crispin Rea (4th District at Large)

Hispanic Heritage Month 
recognizes the achievements 
and contributions of Americans 
whose ancestry can be traced to 
Spain, Mexico, Central America, 
South America, and the 
Spanish-speaking countries of 
the Caribbean.

Historic Northeast Equity Walk, October 7, 2025



WEDNESDAY, OCT 1, 2025
ATTENDEES: 33 + 5 STAFF

PHIL LAVOTA becomes 
permanent Jackson Co 
Executive Director 

3 JACKSON CO
LEGISLATORS
Mauel Abarca IV
Sean Smith
Venessa Huskey



Avenue Tour For Elected Officials
FRIDAY, OCT 10, 2025
ATTENDEES: 21 + 3 STAFF

Officials Experienced: 1) HNE International Marketplace Ongoing Development Progress & Investment Opportunities, 
2) Corridor District Anchors, 3) Prospering Small Businesses, 4) Nuisance Establishments, & 5) Truck-Eating Bridge.  

DESTINATIONS: Kansas City University (KCU) Campus, Century Towers, Sons of Columbus Event Space, 
Independence Plaza Park, Soma Retail Center, Prospect Retail Center, The Economic Growth Gallery (EGG) 
Facility, Northeast News Bureau, Medical Mall, Historic Northeast Lofts, & Custom Truck One Source Facility

This tour led directly to legislation 
proposed to outlaw gaming shops. 



LUNCH 
PROVIDED BY:

Avenue Tour For Elected Officials
FRIDAY, OCT 10, 2025
ATTENDEES: 21 + 3 STAFF

CITY OF KCMO 
CITY MANAGER
Mario Vasquez

DISTRICT 19 MO STATE HOUSE REP
Wick Thomas

JACKSON CO
PROSECUTOR 
Melesa Johnson

INDEPENDENCE AVE CID BOUNDARIES  



Supported by Councilman 
Crispin Rea Office (At Large)

PENDLETON HIGHTS



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE

The Avenue Angels (TITAN Security) 
NEW Security Monitoring Station
Independence Avenue CID Office 

PARATE XPAZ

STAND UP FOR 

PEACE

Independence Ave CID partners 
with…

KCPD & Jackson Co Rep, Manny 
Abarca, meet to address gaming 
establishment concerns at Monroe 
& Independence Ave 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING IN THE HISTORIC NORTHEAST 

2025
Independence 

Plaza Park                 

Sponsored Partially By: 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
IN THE HISTORIC NORTHEAST 

NE Corner: Prosect & 
Independence Ave

Burned to the ground 
10 years ago

JASON KELCE 
VISITS… PETER MAY’S HOUSE OF KIELBASA



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025

TRUCK-EATING BRIDGE

IN THE HISTORIC NORTHEAST

BEFORE AFTERDURING

BUILDING COLLAPSE – MURAL SAVED PENDLETON HEIGHTS CELEBRATION

ENCAMPMENT SITE VISITS



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
IN THE HISTORIC NORTHEAST

BEFORE

SCARRITT HALLOWEEN 2025

THE PASEO WATER RETENTION POND INDEP AVE BUS ROUTE CONTINUES



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025

3512 INDEPENDENCE AVE
Urban Planner, Mike Spady, 
managing efforts to lessen 
the ‘HEAT ISLAND’ effect along 
Independence Ave working with 
a Mo state dept & local nursery.

HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE – HEAT ISLAND

INTERNATIONAL      MARKETPLACE

GROWING COMMUNITY

Mo Dept of Conservation

City Roots Nursery 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE - NEIGHBORHOODS

FROM CID OFFICETIRES FROM CID OFFICE

HISTORIC 
NORTHEAST

CLEANUP
FALL 2025



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025

North-side of intersection 
Monroe & Independence 

CLEANING UP MESSES ON THE AVENUE

Daily delivery of supplies and 
provisions from various organizations  

GAMING SHOP AT THIS LOCATION 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
CLEANING UP MESSES ON THE AVENUE

BEFORE BEFORE AFTERAFTER AFTER

BEFORE

BEFORE
TRUCK-EATING BRIDGE

BEFORE

INDEPENDENCE AVE & 
WILSON INTERSECTION

BEFORE BEFORE



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025

BEFORE BEFORE AFTERBEFORE BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

CLEANING UP MESSES ON THE AVENUE

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

AFTERBEFORE BEFOREAFTER

Broken Glass Picked Up 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025

ANOTHER LIGHT DOWN

CLEANING UP MESSES ON THE AVENUE

BEFORE

BEFORE

BEFORE

BEFOREAFTER AFTER

AFTER AFTER



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025

TRUCK-EATING BRIDGE

CLEANING UP MESSES ON THE AVENUE

BEFORE BEFOREAFTER AFTERAFTER

AFTER

AFTER

AFTERBEFORE

BEFORE

BEFORE

BEFORE



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
CLEANING UP MESSES ON THE AVENUE

BEFORE BEFOREAFTER AFTERAFTERBEFORE BEFORE



Moodboard

Keyword

Keyword

ASSISTING THE CID WITH GRAFFITI
REMOVAL



17 ALLEYWAYS
MANAGED BY:
NEKC CHAMBER
IMPLEMENTED BY:
INDEPENDENCE AVE CID 

1 CLEANUP: SEPT 15 – OCT 15, 2025

SUMMER REPORT



Cleanup at 2415 Independence Ave
750 lbs of Trash & Brush

BEFORE

AFTER



ALL ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR

2016                    2017                  2018 2019 2020 2021 2022                  2023                2024           2025

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

APRIL
½ WEEK

COVID
ERA ½ OCT



2025

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT

2024

AUG 1 to SEPT 30, 2024

ACTIVITY 
DETAILS

240

240

AUG 1 to SEPT 30, 2024

POSSIBLE INCORRECT INPUT



TIRE PICKUP

RECYCLING

BULKY
½ OCT

JUNE 2018 to TODAY

CLEAN UP YEAR-TO-YEAR
TIRES, RECYCLING & BULKY ITEM

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 



TIRES, RECYCLING & 
BULKY ITEM CLEAN UP 

BY QUANTITY

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

2025

2024



ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR
TITAN REPORT

JUNE 2015 to TODAYCOVID 
STORE 
VISITS

½ OCT

½ MONTH½ WEEK



2025

TITAN REPORT 

2024

INCIDENT 
COUNT

45

45



TITAN REPORT 

(32 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS)

2025

(34 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS)

2024

1

1

ACTIVITY
BY ADDRESS

JUNE 1 to JULY 31, 2025

JUNE 1 to JULY 31, 2024



WILSON RD
VERSES

INDEPENDENCE AVE

TITAN REPORT

20242025
AUG 1 to SEPT 30 AUG 1 to SEPT 30

TITAN & KCPD 
EFFORTS HAVE 

REDUCED 
REQUESTS TO 
WILSON ROAD



OVERALL ACTIVITY 

2024

TITAN REPORT  

1

2025
AUG 1 – SEPT 30



10-10-2025 VICTORIA THRIFT

9-12-2025 Metro PC 

8-15-2025  KC Wings & Tacos

9-26-2025 GRINGO LOCO

9-11-2025  Phillip 66 (5712 Indep)

10-3-2025  SHARIF’S STORE

9-17-2025  Ebenezer Shop

INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID  

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER



9-24-2025

10-8-2025

8-27-2025

9-10-20259-17-2025

SHOPS “JUST AROUND THE CORNER” 

CURRENT ISSUE 10-15-2025 



NE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION JOINS NEKC CHAMBER
FALL 2025 EDITION 



AUGUST 17, 2025:
HOXLEY COLLECTIVE, CANVASING 
TRAINING 

Book Your Event @ theEGG Online      www.NEKCchamber.com

JULY 24 & 25, 2025: FRING 
FESTIVAL THEATER 
REHERSAL: 3 ATTENDEES 

JUNE 28, JULY 19, AUGUST 9, 
2025: 

BRIAN MAPES Color/Draw at 
theEGG
SATURDAY, 10:00am – 2:00pm

The EGG   EVENTS



2601 INDEPENDENCE 2435 INDEPENDENCE                             2635 INDEPENDENCE

2815 INDEPENDENCE                         3066 INDEPENDENCE               3220 INDEPENDENCE    

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



3245 INDEPENDENCE 3500 INDEPENDENCE                        2425 INDEPENDENCE

3616, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 INDEPENDENCE                                       3708 & 10 INDEPENDENCE     

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



BOBBI BAKER         REBECCA KOOP      LAURA BIRDSONG        ROL DiiNG              MIKE SPADY               LON CLARK

NEKC CHAMBER & INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID MANAGEMENT STAFF 

CHAMBER CEO 
& 

CID DISTRICT 
MANAGER

EVENTS DIRECTOR
& 

ARTS 
COORDINATOR

RESOURCE 
& 

AMBASSADOR 
MANAGER

AMBASSADOR 
OF 

BUSINESS 
COMMUNICATIONS

URBAN PLANNER
&

HUMAN RESOURCE 
MANAGER 

URBAN PLANNER 
&

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

1 Northeast Strivin’ 
COMBAT
2 KC Chamber Public     
Safety Coalition
3 KC ‘Vison Zero’
4 HNE Houseless 
5 Small Developers of KC
6 NE Coalition
7 HNE/EGG Board 
Member
8 HNE Media Board 
Member
9 Recipient: Carol Col 
Community Defender 
Award 

1 KC Source Link
2 Arts as Membership a    
501c3
3 Welcome KC
4 KC Refugee & 
Immigrant Services & 
Empowerment
5 The EGG Board 
6 Recipient: 2024 Urban 
Heroes Award

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Recipient: Community 
Champion 816 Award
3 Certified Harm 
Reduction Specialist
4 HNE Community 
Engagement Liaison 
5 KCMO Houseless  
Summit Ambassador
6 National Coalition for 
the Homeless: Civil 
Rights/Organizing 
Committee 

1 Aweil East Community 
Association Inc - USA 
former Chairman
2 NEKC Chamber Liaison 
for the Historic Northeast 
Area Businesses 

1 Kessler Park Plan 
Implementation 
Committee 
2 MARC Bi-State 
Sustainable Corridor 
Advisory Board 
3 MARC Regional Solid 
Waste Management Plan 
Update Committee
5 The Kansas City Media 
Collective 2024 Voters 
Guide Focus Group 
6 Urban Core Group Chair

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Independence Avenue 
Storefront Improvement 
Rebate Board
3 The Paseo Gateway & 
Choice Neighborhood  
Initiative Liaison   

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS & COMMITTEES



THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE
2657 INDEPENDENCE BLVD, KCMO

CHRIS ROSS



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2025
TASTY TOPIC TALK LUNCH

COFFEE CULTURE & 
CONVERSATION

THUR, NOVEMBER 13, 2025

NE 
NEWS

Meet Famous Cake Maker 

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2025

The latest on crime prevention NEKC Chamber Office Food & Drink Provided
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2025

HNE INDIAN MOUND 
MURAL REVEAL

5500 INDEPENDENCE AVE
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