
INDEPENDENCE AVENUE STRONG

COMMUNITY COMPASSION…



YOUR LAST PRESENTATION 
NEKC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE         10/15/2025
INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID                11/20/2025

DECEMBER 17, 2025
1) CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP
2) RECENT EVENTS
3) HAPPENING ON THE AVENUE
4) INDEPENDENCE AVE CID & TITAN REPORTS
5) TITAN ‘FOUR CORNERS’ 
6) THE NE NEWSPAPER’S “CID-CENTERFOLDS”
7) THE EGG EVENTS
8) UPCOMING EVENTS

THE HISTORIC NORTHEAST ‘INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE’

THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE

PRESENTED BY: BOBBI BAKER, NEKC CHAMBER PRESIDENT/CEO & IA CID MANAGER

NE 
NEWS

A
G
E
N
D
A

The ‘EGG’ & NE News Office       NEKC Chamber, IA CID & HNE Office

156 GUESTS (OCT 1 - NOV 31, 2025)



JANUARY
NEW:1                                                        
Nomad Develops                           
RENEW: 40                                             
Las Tres Palmas                              
Legacy Tire Shop
Taco Express
Taqueria El Torito I
Taqueria El Torito III 
Taqueria El Torito Restaurant
Spalitto’s Pharmacy
Elviria’s Cake
Yasmeen Café
San Antonio Market
La Jarochita Express
Al Rahman Mediterranean Market
Sharif Store
Baraka Market
Charrito’s Plaza Restaurant
Love Expression
JH Beauty Supply
Cricket Wireless
Fresh Market / El Mercado Fresco
El Mercado Fresco
El Mercado Fresh – 5901 Indep Ave
D & R Diversified
Independence Blvd Christian Church
Al – Hahal, LLC
Express Nails Salon
El Paso Del Norte 
D’ Angeles Beauty Salon

2025 NEKC CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP 
Ambassador of Business Communications Report

TOTAL MEMBERS TO DATE: 117
Taqueria Mexico II Restaurant    
Dr. J. Edward Kendrick
Mika & Sons Inc.
Gringo Logo Market
Taqueria Mexico II Restaurant
Lit Smoke Shop
Show Me KC Schools
El Rey de las Baleadas
Top Notch Liquor 
Hernandez Income Tax Service
Where There’s A Wilt

FEBRUARY
NEW: 1
Makan LECET
RENEW: 9
Mogadisho Market                               
Total Wireless Indep Ave                    
Total Wireless Saint John Ave            
La Cubana Cuban Restaurant   
Frutopia
Hector’s Auto Repair
Premium Wireless
Balaane Business Center
Ebenezer Shop 

MARCH 
NEW: 1
University Health
RENEW: 17
Custom Truck One Source
Pho Bowl

KC’s INTERNATIONAL    MARKETPLACE

Adco Litho Plate
The Salvation – Army
Liberty Tax
Sam Davis Agency
Kansas City University
Urban Hikes Kansas City
Kansas City Care Clinic
World Direct Link
Lina Nails
Opes Commercial Real Estate
Mark One Electric
Ralph C. Johnson & Company
The Don Bosco Centers
CSL Plasma
Holy Rosary Credit Union

APRIL
NEW: 3
Centerwell Senior Primary Care
Aisha Home Care, LLC   
Avenue Eatery 
RENEW: 14
Westlake Hardware 
Warehouse One, INC 
Northeast Community Center
Core Coffee
Jack DeSimone, RE Investor 
Passantino Bros. Funeral Home 
Back Door Pottery   
Titan Protection & Consulting 
Computer KC, LLC
Strategic Workforce Develop  

The Tamale Kitchen     
Draw North  
Samuel Rodgers Health Center    

NOVEMBER 
NEW: 16
Summit Roofing 
Healing House Kansas City   
Art As Mentorship
Zondi Krehgiel Real Estate  
United Way of Greater
KC’s Goy Game
Mat Management
State Farm Insurance
The Growth Coach of KC South 
Prime Chemical Solution
Gorge Poveda
Early Start
Brocato’s Custom
Boulevard Realty
Job One 
KC Girls Preparatory Academy        
RENEW: 11
Central Bank of KC
Law Office Of Jerry Potocnik    
Titan Protection & Consulting 
Northeast Art   
Gary Goebel, Realtor
Northeast Realty  
Eleos Coffee   
Northeast High School Alumni 
Assoc    
Eye Care Optical

Late Model Parts 
Cosentino’s Food Store   

DECEMBER
NEW: 4
Hilaal Hilaal Market  
Kalit317
KNEM Financial 
HNE Pace KC             
RENEWAL: 3
Family Dollar
McDonald’s Restaurants
PH Coffee

NEKC CHAMBER 
WEBSITE



MEETING @ NEKC CHAMBER OFFICE
Kessler Park Master Plan Implementation Group

OCT 22, 2025         ATTENDEES: 18
Neighborhoods in Attendance

1) Indian Mound, 2) Scarritt Point & 3) Pendleton Hights 

AGENDA

Kessler Park



TASTY TOPIC TALK 
NEKC CHAMBER LUNCHEON

OCT 28 ATTENDEES: 11 + 9 STAFF 
CATERED BY: LAS TRES PALMAS 

TOPIC: MAKING CAKES
SPEAKER: MIKE ELDER

4201 E 9th St 



KANSAS CITY CHIEFS
Photos
Courtesy of Black Sheep Cakes

AMERICAN CAKE AWARDS 
finalist 2021



2200 Lexington Ave
(816) 715-3201
www.ph.coffee

October 25, 2025
In Attendance: 
IA CID Urban Planners

Lon Clark
Mike Spady 

Exact Architects
905 McGee St #125 KCMO

Using Historic Tax 
Credits to Save 
Structures

tel:8167153201
tel:8167153201
tel:8167153201


HISTORICNORTHEAST DEVELOPMENT 2025

Samuel U. Rodgers Healthy Living Campus
GUEST SPEAKERS
Daughters of Doctor 
Samuel U. Rodgers

NOV 11, 2025

825 Euclid Ave

Jim Nunnelly
Rep Emauel Cleaver 
Bobbi Baker
Sean Hughs

Ribbon 
Cutting 

Ceremony  

HAPPENING IN THE HISTORIC NORTHEAST



Laura Ray Wagner
Public Engagement and Communications Manager
Transportation Group

CORPORATION MoDOT & NE NEIGHBORS I-29/35 Viaduct Alteration Meeting

TOPICS
1) I-29/35 Viaduct Bridge Replacement
2) Bridge Reconstruction Phases Plan
3) Highway Widening Project Update
4) Project Neighborhood Impact Discussion
5) Pendleton Heights Infrastructure Access Discussion
6) North Loop I-70 Elimination Plan
7) Bridge Replacement Project Traffic Impact

Missouri 
Department 
of Transportation

THURSDAY, OCT 30, 2025
ZOOM EVENT - NEKC CHAMBER OFFICE 



13th Annual Office Halloween Party 

October 31, 2025
` NEKC Chamber 
` Independence Ave CID 
` Northeast News
` Titan (Avenue Angels)

Cake by Black Sheep Cakes 



2025 HNE Mural Reveal  
Indian Mound Neighborhood
Saturday, November 1, 2025
Attendees: 9 Neighbors
Artist: Michelle Renn
Mural: ‘Eastern Wind’ 
Collaboration: Indian Mound     
Neighborhood Association 

& 
NEKC Chamber of Commerce
Sponsored By: City of KCMO 

TRUCK-EATING 

BRIDGE
Independence Ave 

& 
Wilson Rd

Michelle Renn* 
&

Merry Burleson

2024 MURAL



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, NOV 13, 2025

ATTENDEES: 6 + 4 STAFF 

TOPIC: Meet The Northeast Newspaper  
FEATURED GUESTS: 1) Contributor, Bryan 
Stalder; 2) Managing Editor, Dorri Partain

Guests Won Pumpkin Prizes  REFRESHMENTS BY: 



HNE-REX (Historic Northeast - Response Emergency Examples)     
SATURDAY, NOV 15, 2025
TOPIC: ‘Active Threat Awareness’ 
SPEAKER: Ryan McFarlin, Major of Field Operations
ATTENDEES: 3 Guests + 2 Avenue Angels + 2 Staff

TITAN
Major, 
Ryan McFarlin



ATTENDEES: 12 IN-HOUSE + 4 ZOOM + 3 STAFF
1) Updates on gaming regulations that recently passed KCMO City Council 
2) Court system backup & no-show issues. 
3) Repeat Nuisance Offenders (RNO) problem. 

HNE SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING NOV 20, 2024
TITAN FORGOTTEN 

HOMES
Neighborhood 



01. Eben Ezer
03. Elegante
04. Metro T-Mobile
05. Boost Mobile
06. Convenience Grocery
07. Barber Shop
08. JH Beauty Supply
09. EJ Africa Market
10. Al Rahman Market
11. Juma Import
12. Sharif Store
13. Total Wireless
14. Jay's Grocery

STORE DELIVERIES
The NEKC Chamber delivers to some of its members annually balloons 
& advertisement signage - reminders to support local-small businesses!     

SATURDAY, NOV 29, 2025



HARDESTY LOFTS GROUNDBREAKING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2025

DEVELOPER
JONATHAN ARNOLD



BI-STATE SUSTAINABLE REINVESTMENT CORRIDOR PROJECT MEETING
Tuesday, Dec 9, 2025 

Public Viewing of Progress 



OPEN STUDIO TOUR 
NORTHEAST ARTS KC
SAT & SUN, DEC 7 & 8

1. The EGG (event space)
2. Backdoor Pottery
3. PH Coffee Shop
4. Core Coffee & Eatery

LOCATIONS



COFFEE, 
CULTURE, &…
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025
ATTENDEES: 5 + 5 STAFF 

TOPIC: What’s Happening…
WHERE: The EGG Event Space
GUEST SPEAKER: Bryan Stalder, Northeast News Contributor 

www.northeastnews.net



Thursday, Dec 11, 2025
@ The EGG Event Space

2025 RESIDENTS SURVEY



NICE                          NAUGHTY  

Gypsies generally claimed to 
be Egyptians—hence the name 

“Gypsy.”

19th District 
Mo State Rep
WICK THOMAS

DEC 12, 2025, TOAST  
CELEBRATORY TOAST 2025

FORTUNE TELLING 
Wendy Thompson 



Gypsie jubilation                    DECEMBER 12, 2025 CELEBRATING SUCCESSES

CELEBRATORY TOAST 2025
PARTY 

LIKE 
GYPSIES



CELEBRATING SUCCESSES OF 2025

30 YEARS DEDICATION 
NEKC CHAMBER

Rebecca Koop

DEDICATED SERVICE
Chairman, NEKC Chamber

Chairman, Independence Ave CID

KCMO MAYOR PRO TEM
Ryana Parks-Shaw

DEC 12, 2025, TOAST  



FAMOUS WINGS

IA CID & Chamber

Holiday Dinner

December 15, 2025



NEKC Chamber of Commerce & Independence Avenue CID
STATE LEGISLATORS MEET & GREET
December 16, 2025
Missouri State Representative Attendees 
~ Joe Nicola, MO State Senate District 11
~ Wick Thomas, MO State House District 19

AGENDA
1) Review of 2025 Session/Bills Introduced
2) Goals for 2026 Legislative Session
3) NEKC Chamber Overview & Priorities
4) CID Overview & Priorities



ATTENDEES: 16 IN-HOUSE + 4 ZOOM + 4 STAFF
1) Temporary alternative JAIL SPACE update. 
2) Response of surrounding city’s accepting KC’s arrested individuals. 
3) Court system backup & no-show issues. 
4) Repeat Nuisance Offenders (RNO) problem. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Tamme Baker 
spoke to the reality of her daughter’s 
plight with addiction & houselessness.

HNE SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING DEC 19, 2024
TITAN



1. Liberty Tax Office: 3414 Independence Ave
2. Awesome Remodeling: 3220 Independence Ave
3. El Mercado Fresca #1: 5117 Independence Ave
4. El Mercado Fresca #2: 5919 Independence Ave
5. El Mercado Fresca #3: 2620 Independence Ave
6. KC Cares: 4601–4605 Independence Ave
7. San Antonio’s Market: 2904 Independence Ave
8. Baccala: Gentleman’s Club: 4702 Independence Ave

AVENUE ENHANCEMENT 2025
HAPPENING ON 

NORTHEAST KC AREA

NEKC CHAMBER & IA CID SENT 27 Letters & 2,534 Emails

TO: Owners of Commercial & Multifamily Properties in the Historic 
Northeast area & NEKC Chamber Members

REGARDING: Evergy FREE Roof Cooling Program 

**Upgrade Your Building’s Roof with High-Performance Cool Coating — at No Cost!** 

FREE PROGRAM

2620 INDEPENDENCE AVEPROPERTIES PARTICPATING ALONG THE AVENUE



INDIAN MOUND BOARD MEMBERS

SPONSORED EVENT



OCT 26, 2025



EXPERIENCE HISTORICNORTHEAST 2025
HAPPENING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Former Mayor Kay Barnes
Tours of Independence Avenue & Alleys 

THANK YOU FOR LUNCH

Starting Tuesday, Jan. 13, the North-East 
branch of the KC Public Library will offer 
a variety of classes for English learners, 
from basic vocabulary and pronunciation 
to preparing for the American Citizenship 
test.



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON 

KCMO PUBLC WORKS 
Pedestrian Light Fixture Get 
Repairs Along The Avenue



EXPORE THE AVENUE 2025
IN THE HISTORIC NORTHEAST



SAFELY COLLECTING 
USED NEEDLES

AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON 

USAs RACKING  
UP FALL LEAVES

PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAYS



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON USAs SPREADING 

HOLIDAY CHEER!

BEFORE AFTER

CLEARING 
SNOW 
FOR 

PEDESTRIANS
& 

STORE FRONTS 



AVENUE BEAUTIFICATION 2025
HAPPENING ON CLEANING UP MESSES LEFT ON THE AVE



FALL 2025 – ‘FROM CLAY TO SEED’

From Clay to Seed: How Rebecca Koop of Northeast Kansas City Grew a Garden of Fruit Trees
https://www.givinggrove.org/blog-reference/from-clay-to-seed

REBECCA’S GARDEN & POTTERY 



17 HNE ALLEYWAYS
MANAGED BY:
NEKC CHAMBER
IMPLEMENTED BY:
INDEPENDENCE AVE CID
PARTNERED WITH:
CITY OF KCMO 

6 ALLEYWAY CLEANUPS: NOV – DEC 2025

FALL REPORT



#1 NOV 4, 2025, Lawndale - Oakley
AFTERBEFORE



#2 NOV 4, 2025,  Lawndale - Topping
AFTERBEFORE



#3 NOV 4, 2025,                        Myrtle - Cleveland
AFTERBEFORE



#4 NOV 6, 2025,   Askew to Bales
AFTERBEFORE



#5 NOV 6, 2025,   Askew - Bales
AFTERBEFORE



#6 NOV 6, 2025,   Askew to Bales
AFTERBEFORE



ALL ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR

2016                   2017                  2018 2019 2020 2021 2022               2023     2024           2025

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

APRIL
½ WEEK

COVID
ERA ½ DEC



2025

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT

2024

OCT 15  to DEC 16, 2025

ACTIVITY 
DETAILS

160

160

OCT 15  to DEC 16, 2024



TIRE PICKUP

RECYCLING

BULKY ½ DEC

(JUNE 2018 to TODAY)

TIRES, RECYCLING & BULKY ITEM 
CLEAN UP YEAR-TO-YEAR

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 



TIRES, RECYCLING & 
BULKY ITEM CLEAN UP 

BY QUANTITY

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

2025

2024

100

100

NOVEMBER, 2025

NOVEMBER 2024



CLEAN UP BY 
LOCATION

URBAN STREET AMBASSADOR (USA) REPORT 

2025

2024

OCT 15  to DEC 16, 2025

OCT 15  to DEC 16, 2024



ACTIVITY YEAR-TO-YEAR

TITAN REPORT

JUNE 2015 to TODAYCOVID 
STORE 
VISITS

½ DEC



2025

TITAN REPORT 

2024

INCIDENT 
COUNT

120

120

OCT 15  to DEC 16, 2025

OCT 15  to DEC 16, 2024



TITAN REPORT 

(48 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS)2025

(37 CALLS IN 2 MONTHS)

2024

1

1

ACTIVITY
BY ADDRESS

JUNE 1 to JULY 31, 2025

JUNE 1 to JULY 31, 2024



WILSON RD
VERSES

INDEPENDENCE AVE

TITAN REPORT

20242025
OCT 15  to DEC 16, 2025 OCT 15  to DEC 16, 2024

4.5% DROP



OVERALL ACTIVITY 

2024

TITAN REPORT  

1

2025
OCT 15  to DEC 16



11-28-2025 Seven-Eleven

10-24-2025 Mercado Fresco (5901 Ind)

11-14-2025  Ted’s Barbar Shop

12-12-2025 KCFD Station 23

11-7-2025  Family Dollar (3719 Ind)

12-5-2025  El Paso Del Norte

10-30-2025  Spalitto’s Pharmacy

INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID  

OCT, NOV & DEC 2025



11-30-2025

11-26-2025

12-4-2025

11-19-202511-7-2025

SHOPS “JUST AROUND THE CORNER” 

CURRENT ISSUE 12-16-2025 



NOVEMBER 13, 2025,
DECEMBER 11, 2025:
COFFEE, CUTLURE & 
CONVERSATION

Book Your Event @ theEGG Online      www.NEKCchamber.com

DECEMBER 11, 2025: 
PREVIEW TRUMAN PLAZA 
PLAN UPDATE 

JUNE 28, JULY 19, AUGUST 9, 
2025: 
BRIAN MAPES Color/Draw at 
theEGG
SATURDAY, 10:00am – 2:00pm

The EGG   EVENTS



2601 INDEPENDENCE 2435 INDEPENDENCE                             2635 INDEPENDENCE

2815 INDEPENDENCE                         3066 INDEPENDENCE               3220 INDEPENDENCE    

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



3245 INDEPENDENCE 3500 INDEPENDENCE                        2425 INDEPENDENCE

3616, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 INDEPENDENCE                                       3708 & 10 INDEPENDENCE     

AVAILABLE SPACE ON…



BOBBI BAKER         REBECCA KOOP      LAURA BIRDSONG        ROL DiiNG              MIKE SPADY               LON CLARK

NEKC CHAMBER & INDEPENDENCE AVENUE CID MANAGEMENT STAFF 

CHAMBER CEO 
& 

CID DISTRICT 
MANAGER

EVENTS DIRECTOR
& 

ARTS 
COORDINATOR

RESOURCE 
& 

AMBASSADOR 
MANAGER

AMBASSADOR 
OF 

BUSINESS 
COMMUNICATIONS

URBAN PLANNER
&

HUMAN RESOURCE 
MANAGER 

URBAN PLANNER 
&

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

1 Northeast Strivin’ 
COMBAT
2 KC Chamber Public     
Safety Coalition
3 KC ‘Vison Zero’
4 HNE Houseless 
5 Small Developers of KC
6 NE Coalition
7 HNE/EGG Board 
Member
8 HNE Media Board 
Member
9 Recipient: Carol Col 
Community Defender 
Award 

1 KC Source Link
2 Arts as Membership a    
501c3
3 Welcome KC
4 KC Refugee & 
Immigrant Services & 
Empowerment
5 The EGG Board 
6 Recipient: 2024 Urban 
Heroes Award

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Recipient: Community 
Champion 816 Award
3 Certified Harm 
Reduction Specialist
4 HNE Community 
Engagement Liaison 
5 KCMO Houseless  
Summit Ambassador
6 National Coalition for 
the Homeless: Civil 
Rights/Organizing 
Committee 

1 Aweil East Community 
Association Inc - USA 
former Chairman
2 NEKC Chamber Liaison 
for the Historic Northeast 
Area Businesses 

1 Kessler Park Plan 
Implementation 
Committee 
2 MARC Bi-State 
Sustainable Corridor 
Advisory Board 
3 MARC Regional Solid 
Waste Management Plan 
Update Committee
5 The Kansas City Media 
Collective 2024 Voters 
Guide Focus Group 
6 Urban Core Group Chair

1 Safety & Security 
Committee
2 Independence Avenue 
Storefront Improvement 
Rebate Board
3 The Paseo Gateway & 
Choice Neighborhood  
Initiative Liaison   

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS & COMMITTEES



THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE
2657 INDEPENDENCE BLVD, KCMO

CHRIS ROSS



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026
TASTY TOPIC TALK LUNCHEON

COFFEE CULTURE & 
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, JAN 8, 2026

NE 
NEWS

Get Business Growth Advice 

SAFETY & SECURITY MEETING
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2025

The latest on crime prevention J Reiger’s East Bottoms
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2026

BEADS, BEANS & BOOZE

TBD
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026

HNE-REX: SAFETY & SECURITY INFO

Celebrate “The King”
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